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Late Deba Prasad Majumder (DPM)

Former Professor, Department of
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Dear Alumnus/ Alumna,
Greetings from National Institute of Technology
Durgapur, your beloved alma mater!
NIT Durgapur’s Alumni represent one of the most
talented, innovative, and networked communities in
the entire nation. All of you, the Alumni of the Institute,
are all entrepreneurs, researchers, academicians,
policymakers, and above all, leaders in your respective
fields, and have helped shape the nation we know
today. You have left your footprints on the entire world
and have thus brought laurels to the Institute and the
Institute takes immense pride in your remarkable
achievements.
As you are well aware, in the recent years, NIT Durgapur has turned over a new leaf and has taken many
new initiatives to achieve excellence in the field of technical education and research. This journey would
never be possible if the Institute and the Alumni do not walk together, working hand-in-hand for
achieving the common cherished goal. In connection with this, I would like to solicit your kind
cooperation and support in every possible way so that we can take your beloved alma mater to a height
of excellence never scaled before.
On the occasion of Grand Alumni Homecoming 2018, I welcome you, along with your family members,
to the campus of NIT Durgapur, where you had spent the golden years of your student life.
With Best Wishes,

Prof. Anupam Basu
Director,
NIT Durgapur

The

NITDIAN CHRONICLE

03

Message from Dean (AA&O)

Heartfelt greetings to our beloved Alumni!
Our founding in the year 1960 as one of the eight colleges was aimed to function as a pace setter for
engineering education in the country and to foster national integration. Since its inceptionof the Institute,
the alumni have truly lived up to the expectation and have scaled great heights in their individual fields of
endeavour.
As we embark on the journey to take the Institute to even greater heights, the role of the alumni would be
extremely significant and indispensable. Therefore, it is my appeal to each alumnus/ alumna to come
forward and join hands with the faculty, staff and students of the Institute in this noble endeavour. In this
regard, the alumni feedback and suggestions are also immensely valuable as we strive to broaden and
enrich the Institute-alumni connection.
Our current students are overwhelmed by the willingness of the alumni to share their experiences and
help them take right decisions as far their career opportunities are concerned. I further encourage the NIT
Durgapur alumni to support and participate in the programs and initiatives that the Centre for Alumni
Affairs and International Relations (CAAIR) is taking at present and will be taking in future as well.
I welcome all the alumni members along with their families and friends to the picturesque campus of NIT
Durgapur on the occasion of the Grand Alumni Homecoming 2018. Hope you will be able take the most
memorable walk down the memory lane and thus make this occasion truly grand.
Sincerely,

Prof. Nilotpal Banerjee
Dean (Alumni Affairs and Outreach),
NIT Durgapur
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About Centre for Alumni Affairs
&
International Relations (CAAIR)
Centre for Alumni Affairs & International Relations
(CAAIR) is the nodal centre in the Institute for
liaison with REC/NITDurgapur alumni all across
the globe, initiating research/academic
collaboration with universities and organizations in
India and abroad and other outreach activities. NIT
Durgapur is proud to have more than 24000
engineers, technocrats, scientists, managers and
entrepreneurs as its global brand ambassadors.
CAAIR makes all-out efforts to get them involved in
the all-round development and growth of the
Institute. It supports the Institute’s mission by way
of continually opening up opportunities that

strengthens the mutually beneficial bond between
the institute and its alumni. This promotes and
encourage the alumni to disseminate professional
knowledge through seminars and interaction with
the students and faculty. NIT Durgapur is also
striving to break the barriers and reach out to the
national and international universities and
organizations by way of collaborative activities like
joint research supervision, publications, projects
and student exchange. The Centre initiates all such
activities. The Centre also coordinates various
outreach activities with the community.

Vision
To facilitate engagement between the Institute and
the alumni to promote all-round development of
the Institute, initiate collaborative activities with
universities/organizations in India and abroad,
and foster outreach activities with the community.

Mission
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To facilitate alumni activities towards the development of the Institute through seminars,
research advice, soft skill development program, advice on placement and internship and
any other way the alumni would like to contribute.
To initiate and coordinate formal collaboration with universities/organizations in India and
abroad by way of signing MoU for joint research supervision, publication, projects and
student exchange.
To coordinate the outreach activities with the society.
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OBJECTIVES
£

To promote and strengthen the lifelong £
relationship between the alumni and their
alma mater.

To strengthen Industry-Institute-Interaction
through our Alumni for the benefit of the
present students.

£

To enrich and perpetuate the strong bonds £
between the institute and Alumni for their
mutual growth, support and benefit.

£

To provide an active place for alumni in the life
£
of the institute.

To highlight the achievements of our alumni
and provide common platform where alumni
can submit their accomplishments in the
‘Alumni achievement’ section

£

£

£

£

To facilitate supportive engagement between
the Institute and its Alumni for sustaining and £
promoting the all-round growth and
£
development of the institute and welfare of the
Alumni.
£
Establishment of a worldwide alumni network
by promoting a spirit of unity and loyalty
among alumni
£
To communicate and interpret the goals,
achievements and needs of the institute and
provide opportunities for alumni to contribute
to its development.
To create a culture of philanthropy among the
£
alumni body, to ensure that alumni continue to
contribute their time, knowledge, skills and
financial resources to the betterment of their
£
alma mater.

£

To create a favorable environment for
successful fund-raising efforts by the institute

£

To increase alumni participation in fund
raising activities for institutional development
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£

To promote a sense of Institute pride among all
alumni
To facilitate student mentoring by alumni
To provide up-to-date information about
Alumni and their activities.
To promote research and consultancy
relationships between faculty, students and
Alumni.
To establish endowments by contribution to
extend financial and other assistance to
present students and alma maters for
educational, research and development
purposes.
To provide common platform for exchange of
ideas and disseminating knowledge in
Professional area.
To perform any other constructive activities
leading towards the enhancement of the
internship and employment opportunities.
To promote relationships between Indian and
foreign institutions and NIT Durgapur

Our Team
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Patron
ª Prof. Anupam Basu, Director, NIT Durgapur
Advisors
Prof. Biswajit Halder
ª
Mr. Santanu Nandi
Prof. Indrajit Basak
ª
Mr. Prabir Kumar Mallick
Prof. Sidharta S Thakur
ª
Mr. Susanta Kr. Roy
Prof. Parthapratim Gupta
ª
Mr. Biswajit Roy
Prof. Nirmal Kumar Roy
ª
Dr. Pradip Kr. Chatterjee
Mr. Goutam Chatterjee
ª
Prof. Kamanio Chattopadhyay
Chairperson
Coordinator
Prof. Nilotpal Banerjee, Dean (AA&O)
ª
Prof. Shibendu Shekhar Roy, Assoc. Dean (AA&O)
Joint Coordinator
Dr. Diptesh Das, Assoc. Dean (AA&O)
Members
Dr. Durbadal Mandal
ª
Dr. Sankar Narayan Mahato
Dr. Kallol Khan
ª
Dr. Jaya Sikder
Dr. Sujit Karmakar
ª
Dr. Mousumi Saha
Dr. Pronab Roy
ª
Mr. Jyoti Prasad Bhattacharya
Dr. Subhas Chandra Rana
ª
Dr. Mou Sen
Mr. Shree kumar Krishnamoorthy
ª
Mr. Anuj Mazumder
Regional Alumni Coordinators
Mr. Hemendranath Bhattacharya, USA
ª
Mr. Bikram Das, USA
Mr. Sukanta Mitra, USA
ª
Mr. Bholanath Bhattacharya, Canada
Mr. Bratin Saha, Germany
ª
Mr. David Debashis Rakshit, Japan
Mr. Sankalp Jain, Japan
ª
Mr. Kiran Kekre, Singapore
Mr. Avijit Dutta, Singapore
ª
Mr. Deepal Kanti Das, Singapore
Mr. Shantanu Banerjee, Kuwait
ª
Mr. Mahendranath Mishra, Kuwait
Mr. Himanish Roy, Kuwait
ª
Mr. Jayanta Bairagi, Australia
Ms. Sumona Ghosh, UK
ª
Mr. Rajib Ghosh, UK
Ms. Aditi Ghosh, Bangkok
ª
Mr. Anupam Tripathy, Netherland
Mr. Jitendra Patwari, Italy
ª
Mr. Jyoti Agarwal, Bangladesh
Mr. Rabindra Shrestha, Nepal
ª
Mr. Ganesh Balaji, Malyasia
Mr. Jayanta Biswas, Mumbai
ª
Mr. Arup Rudra, Mumbai
Mr. Ajay Jain, Mumbai
ª
Mr. Abhijit Gupta, Mumbai
Mr. Anirban Bhoumik, Mumbai
ª
Mr. Asit Kr. Mukherjee, Delhi
Mr. Sandeep Kapoor, Delhi
ª
Mr. Subrata Dutta, Delhi
Mr. Onkarnath Goyal, Delhi
ª
Ms. Jaya Sood, Delhi
Mr. Rakesh Tiwari, Chennai
ª
Mr. Kishore Krishna, Chennai
Mr. Nikhil Misra, Pune
ª
Mr. Hemendra Nath Sarkar, Pune
Ms. Anupama Singh, Gujarat
ª
Mr. Arupananda Bandhopadhya,Bengaluru
Mr. Kapil Khan, Bengaluru
ª
Mr. Sourav Karmakar, Bengaluru
Mr. Sobhan Saha, Hyderabad
ª
Mr. Saugata Nandi, Hyderabad
Mr. Sadananda Sarkar, Vizag
ª
Dr. Anupam Gayen, UP
Mr. Arghya Deb, Jamshedpur
ª
Mr. Piyush Saurabh, Jamshedpur
Mr. Nirvik Banerjee, Ranchi
ª
Dr. GolapMd Choudhury, Ranchi
Dr. Debashis Basak, Dhanbad
ª
Mr. Tarun Tapan Lahiri, Burnpur
Dr. Mou Sen, Kolkata
ª
Mr. Anuj Mazumder, Kolkata
Mr. Ayanish Sen, Kolkata
ª
Mr. Debmalya Ghosh, Kolkata
Dr. Saibal Chatterjee, NE
ª
Mr. Rupam Baruah, NE
Mr. Niladri Basu, Durgapur
ª
Mr. Srikanta Mondal, Durgapur
Mr. Soumik Roy, Kolkata
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Year of
Passing
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

08
UG
B.E/B.TECH
49
106
167
189
207
226
169
119
107
136
144
113
106
172
224
155
234
211
225
268
256
244
255
272
298
276
299
287
266
322
317
313
320
335
312
300
319
323
335
391
431
379
367
395
487
489
498
592
688
743
764
833
806
801
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Our Alumni: At a Glance
PG
M.TECH
17
17
19
16
17
18
18
19
18
19
23
21
20
19
21
23
23
21
24
25
28
27
29
31
30
32
31
32
34
33
37
36
40
38
41
39
44
43
45
70
79
83
71
142
142
194
241
235
226
264
299
274

PhD
MCA/MBA/MSC
53
74
80
105
103
87
136
136
144
161
190
153
119
128

1
0
3
4
5
10
36
19
42
50
49
57
57
69
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C

entre for Alumni Affairs & International
Relations (CAAIR) of National Institute of
Technology Durgapur has initiated an
Eminent Alumni Lecture Series by distinguished
alumni member from industry, R&D and academia.
There are many alumni members who are doing
exceptionally well in the fields of academia,
research, industries, entrepreneurship and other
areas. This lecture series ensures mutual benefit of
the students as well as the alumni members.
Through this interaction, the alumni get a scope to
share their practical experiences. Moreover, they
get a glimpse of the future generation of our
Institute. On the other hand, this lecture series
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reconnects the alumni with their college and gives
them a fantastic scope to give back to their alma
mater. The students get an opportunity to clear their
doubts regarding any of the topics from the alumni
members during these lecture series. This makes
their learning experience more comprehensive.
Initially, the lecture series is being organized in
person. We are planning to make this lecture series
through video-conferencing; so that real-time
communication between the alumni (especially
from abroad) and students can be made possible.
This video-conferencing will also save time and
allow more and more number of students to
communicate with our distinguished alumni.
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Eminent Alumni : Dr.

Subhash Ranjan Pati

(1971, BE, Metallurgical Engg.)

Affiliation : Founder, Materials Technology
Solutions, Loveland, Ohio, USA
Topics : Materials Technology for Long Term
Reliability of Pulp & Paper Mill
Process Equipment
FEBRUARY

05
2018

Golden Jubilee Seminar Room, Department
of Metallurgy & Materials Engineering.
NIT Durgapur

Summary
An invited talk, which is a part of the Eminent Alumni Lecture series was jointly organised by Department
of Metallurgical and Materials Engineering, NIT Durgapur and Alumni Cell, NIT Durgapur on February
05, 2018 at NIT Durgapur. The talk was delivered by Dr.SubhashRanjanPati, an eminent alumnus of the
Instituteand the topic was "Materials Technology for Long Term Reliability of Pulp & Paper Mill Process
Equipment".The paper industry is one of the most
important industries in green India. The
enhancement of the equipment such as Fourdrinier

machines, pulpers, refiners etc. is really essential.
The material make-up of the equipment decides the
longevity, as the properties of the material
determine the amount of stress, the machine can
withstand. Suitable material usage can improve the
machinery and its reliability as well.
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Eminent Alumni : Subhas Samanta
(1969, BE, Mechanical Engg.)
Affiliation : Former Head, Industrial Engg.
Dept., Durgapur Steel Plant, Durgapur
Topics : Role of Indian Yoga & Meditation
for Engineering Profession
FEBRUARY

22
2018

ME Seminar Room

Summary
On 22nd February, 2018, NIT Durgapur’s notable alumni,
Mr.Subhash Chandra Samanta, Former Head, Industrial
Engineering Dept., Durgapur Steel Plant (DSP), Durgapur and
Alumnus of this Institute graced everyone with his wonderful
speech on yoga and its impact in engineering profession. He
taught everyone about the advantages of different asanas in yoga,
Hathayoga and Rajayoga which talks about the physical and
mental purification, how to cope up with the increasing stress
levels in the day to day life. Yoga is important for the healthy being

of everyone. It creates a sense of total
balance between all the body parts. So
its an essential discipline that must be
added in an engineers daily routine.
The seminar was really helpful and
gave a new perspective to every
student.
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Eminent Alumni : Das Ajee Kamath
(1990, BE, Mechanical Engg.)
Affiliation :Chairman and Managing Director,
GYATK RVCR Apparatus (P) Ltd., Pune, India
Topics : RVCR-The Evolutionary leap in
Kinematic Mechanism leading to
the birth of New age Machines
MARCH

17
2018

Assembly Hall

Summary
The jointly organised ‘Eminent Alumni Lecture’ by
NIT Durgapur Alumni Cell and Team Aavishkar
2018 presented us with an interactive session on the
Revolutionary RVCR Technology with Mr Ajee
Kamath Das, Chairman and MD of GYATK RVCR
APPARATUS (P) LTD & Alumnus of this institute
on 17th March 2018. The inventor narrated the
journey of how his sheer thought in his young age
got developed into RVCR. He amazingly explained

the working of the complex RVCR in layman’s
terms and its superiority through the intelligent
use of his presentation. His anecdotes added
good flavour to the session and the lecture
concluded with photo-shoots of the eminent
alumnus with his alma-mater juniors and
professors.
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Prasad Bhattacharya

(1982, BE, Electrical Engg.)

Affiliation : Managing Director,
Deem Roll Tech Ltd.,Ahmedabad India
Topics : Entrepreneurship a career
Choice for Engineers
MARCH

20
2018

ME Seminar Room

Summary
NIT Durgapur Alumni Cell organised ‘Eminent Alumni Lecture’ on ‘Entrepreneurship—A Career choice
for Engineers’ commenced with the warm welcome of our eminent entrepreneur alumnus, Mr Jyoti Prasad
Bhattacharya Managing Director, Deem Roll – Tech Ltd & Alumnus of this institute in the evening of 20th
March 2018. He vividly described the necessity of entrepreneurship, the traits of an entrepreneur, the
worth an entrepreneur holds for the society, the route how an entrepreneur can get to what he wants, the
points that an entrepreneur should keep in mind and lots more. While addressing the queries of various
students, he provided us with wonderful advice—the reason why engineer can become a good
entrepreneur, to strive against failure and to know why competitors fail is essential, meritorious persons
should be rewarded, and finally, innovation is the best policy for profit in any sector. The session
concluded with the felicitation of the entrepreneur.
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Eminent Alumni : Sukanta Mitra
(1991, BE, Metallurgical Engg.)
Affiliation : CEO, Alpha Numero
Technology Solutions, USA
Topics : Startup- more of a mind
than company or business

APRIL

14
2018
Summary

The Eminent Alumni Lecture was delivered
by Mr.SukantaMitra, CEO, Alpha Numero
Technology Solutions, USA and Alumnus of
REC Durgapur on 14thApril, 2018 and topic
was ”Startup- more of a mind than company
or business”. The interaction enlightened
the young minds of the students with the
basic understanding of a start-up. The
speaker taught us how the connection of
minds affects the success of a start-up. He
also acquainted us with how a company
deals tough times and emerge victoriously.
He also shared the success stories of his
organisation Alpha-Numero through the
years and how it subdued its competitors.
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Eminent Alumni : Swayamdipta Bhaduri
(2010, BE, Mechanical Engg.)
Affiliation : Faculty of Engineering,
University of Alberta, Canada
Topics : Tiny Bacteria can Solve a
Mega Problem: A Green Solution to
Global Warming
APRIL

19
2018

ME Seminar Room

Summary
The talk was delivered by Dr.Swayamdipta Bhaduri, Faculty of Engineering, University of Alberta,
Canada and Alumnus of NIT Durgapur on 19thApril, 2018.Through the presentation, students were able
to understand the innovative way the speaker has devised to capture and store the culprits of the global
warming, the greenhouse gases inside underground natural voids bounded by walls made non-porous by
a sealing crystal released from bacteria in chemically treated environment thus enhancing the mechanical
strength. He plans to make his idea a reality using state-of-art nanotechnology.
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Eminent Alumni : Dilip Kumar Pratihar
(1988, BE, Mechanical Engg.)
Affiliation : Professor, Dept. of Mechanical
Engineering, IIT Kharagpur
Topics : Role of Computational Intelligence
in Robotics Research

MAY

04
2018
Summary
On 4th May 2018, Prof.Dilip
Kumar Pratihar, Professor of IIT
Khargapur and Alumnus of this
Institute delivered an invited talk
on “The Role of Computational
Intelligence in Robotics
Research” under Eminent
Alumni Lecture Series. Robotics
and AI is the most recent
development in the technological
world. In his talk, he discussed
several concepts Computational
Intelligence techniques like
Fuzzy logic, Neural Networks,
Genetic Algorithm (GA), Particle
Swarm Optimization (PSO) and
Neuro-Fuzzy and their
application in robot intelligence
and robotics research.
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Eminent Alumni : Kingshuk Ghosh
(1972, BE, Mechanical Engg.)
Affiliation : Head, Mechanical Design,
CSME, Kolkata
Topics : A General Approach to the
Design & Manufacturing Practice of
Cylindrical Gear Speed Reducers
SEPTEMBER

28
2018

Summary
The talk was delivered by
M r. K i n g s h u k G h o s h , H e a d ,
Mechanical Design, CSME, Kolkata
and Alumnus of REC Durgapur on
28th September, 2018 and topic was
”A General Approach to the Design
& Manufacturing Practice of
Cylindrical Gear Speed Reducers”.
This seminar has been designed to
impart some knowledge on
mechanical drives such as belts,
chains and gears in terms of
improved lubrication, proper
alignment and fastening techniques.
It was a comprehensive, highly
practical and an interactive program.
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Eminent Alumni : Rathindranath Maiti
(1974, BE, Mechanical Engg.)
Affiliation : Former Professor, Dept. of
Mechanical Engineering, IIT Kharagpur
Topics : Design Evolution of ORBIT Motor

OCTOBER

05
2018

Assembly Hall

Summary
An invited talk, which is a part of the Eminent Alumni Lecture series was organised by Centre for Alumni
Affairs & International Relations on October 05, 2018 at NIT Durgapur. The talk was delivered by
Prof.RathindraNathMaiti, an eminent alumnus of the Institute, Former Professor in Department of
Mechanical Engineering, IIT Kharagpur and the topic was "Design Evolution of ORBIT Motor".
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STUDENT ALUMNI MEET

N

IT Durgapur has a profound numbers of
Alumni dignified at various distinct
positions across the globe. That’s why,
The Centre for Alumni affairs and International
Relations (CAAIR) is in effort of consolidating these
folks under the same shade for the betterment of
institute and its students. Thus, Student Alumni
Meet (SAM) is the thought of that. It invites the
Alumni, delegates of different batches to share their
experiences, spreading immense knowledge on
their fields, interchanging ideas with students.
These activities play a significant role bridging the
relations between Alumni and students. Not only
the students get enriched with knowledge and
ideas but the institute also becomes glorified
nationally with its Alumni. Apart from the SAMs at

CHNOL

O

NAL INS
IO

TE

TUTE OF
TI

GY

NA
T

DURGAPUR

institute courtyard, the regional meets are
becoming popular day after day. Moreover, the
Student Alumni Meet encourages the
implementation of plenty of flagship programmes
like Mentorship Program, Eminent Guest Talk
Show, International Student Alumni Meet and
Interaction over video calling and many more.
During the Student Alumni Meet, alumni and
students from all fields participate in various events
which are aimed at helping students in overcoming
uncertainties regarding their career choices and
their lives beyond the campus. Ultimately, Student
Alumni Meets (SAMs) connect students and
Alumni at very close to heart and cementing the
relationship for a prosperous future.

20
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Distinguished Alumnus
Kamanio Chattopadhyay (1971, B.E, Metallurgical Engg.) Professor, IISc Bangalore
Bikramjit Basu (1995, B.E, Metallurgical Engg.)
Professor, IISc Bangalore
Aloke Paul (1996, B.E, Metallurgical Engg.)
Professor, IISc Bangalore
Date
Venue

:
:

January 13, 2018
NIT Durgapur

Distinguished Alumnus
Dilip Kumar Pal (1965, BE, Mechanical Engg.)

Date
Venue

:
:
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Former Professor, Department
of Mechanical Engg., R.E.College
Durgapur (NIT Durgapur)

February 21, 2018
ME Seminar Room, Department of Mechanical Engineering. NIT Durgapur

The
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Distinguished Alumnus
Golap Md. Choudhury (1999, BE, Metallurgical Engg.), Sr. Manager, RDCIS, SAIL, Ranchi
Mr. Kousik Mallick (1999, BE, Metallurgical Engg.)
Sr. Manager, SAIL, Durgapur
Steel Plant, Durgapur
Mr. Srikanta Mondal (1999, BE, Civil Engg.)
Assist. Engineer (Civil), Asansol
Durgapur Development Authority
(ADDA), Durgapur
Date
:
March 07, 2018
Venue
:
ME Seminar Room, Department of Mechanical Engineering. NIT Durgapur

Distinguished Alumnus
Indrajit Bhattacharya (1999, BE, Computer Science &Engg.)

Date
Venue

:
:
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Sr. Technical Member, GTS
Labs Solution, Australia

March 14, 2018
CSE Seminar Room, Department of Computer Science & Engineering.
NIT Durgapur
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Distinguished Alumnus
Tarapada Konar (1999, B.E, Mechanical Engg.)

Date
Venue

:
:

Sr. Manager, Web Technology
Systems, Princess Cruises, USA

July 17, 2018
ME Seminar Room, Department of Mechanical Engineering. NIT Durgapur

Distinguished Alumnus
Swaminathan Balasundaram
(1993, BE, MechanicalEngg.)
Date
Venue

:
:
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Sr. Chief Engineer, TAFE- Tractors
and Farm Equipment Limited, India

August 13, 2018
ME Seminar Room, Department of Mechanical Engineering. NIT Durgapur
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Industry-Institute Interaction
With the advent of globalization and opening up of
Indian economy to outside world, competition
among industries has become stiff. To solve their
engineering problems they look up now to
engineering institutions. Similarly, there is an
urgent need to prepare engineering students for
jobs in multinational companies, by exposing them
to newer technologies and engineering
methodologies. These objectives can only be
achieved well by bridging the gap between
industry and the academic institutions. Better
interaction between technical institutions and
industry is the need of the hour. This will have great
bearing on the engineering curriculum, exposure of
engineering students to industrial atmosphere and
subsequent placement of young graduating
engineers in industries across the country.
Industries and institutes have been collaborating
for over a century, but the rise of a global knowledge
economy has intensified the need for strategic
partnerships. The Institutes are imparting the basic
knowledge and skill, but the Industry-Institute
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Interaction will enable to undertake research by
staff and students relevant to the industry. The
Industry-Institute Interaction should be designed
to run longer period for preparing the manpower of
world class in the field of science and technology by
inculcating the various skills required by the
industry, thereby contributing to the economic and
social development at large.
Keeping this in mind, Centre for Alumni Affairs &
International Relations, NIT Durgapur have also
put forward some industry-institute meets recently.
This provides a great opportunity for all the
budding engineers to gain some practical
knowledge. Few expert professionals from some
well-known industries had participated in this
meet. Also we had several interested students visit
some of these industries for gathering real life work
experience. In all this is a great initiative undertaken
by the college and there is hope that it will continue
in full scale in the upcoming sessions by getting lots
of support and encouragement from our esteemed
alumni.

The
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Interaction with IISCO Steel Plant, Burnpur
Distinguished Alumni:
º Nirvik Banerjee (1985, B.E, Metallurgical Engg.),
General Manager (Quality), IISCO Steel Plant, Burnpur
º Tarun Tapan Lahiri (1982, B.E, Mechanical Engg.),
Dy. General Manager (Quality), IISCO Steel Plant, Burnpur
º Asit Kumar Laha (1982, B.E, Electrical Engg.),
Dy. General Manager (Quality), IISCO Steel Plant, Burnpur
Date
Venue

:
:

April 02, 2018
NIT Durgapur

Interaction with Durgapur Steel Plant, Durgapur
Distinguished Guests:
º Debkanti Bandopadhyay
General Manager (Technical),
Durgapur Steel Plant, Durgapur, WB
º Chinmoy Samajder (1990, B.E, Metallurgical Engg.),
Chief of Communication, PR Dept.,
Durgapur Steel Plant, Durgapur, WB
Date
Venue

:
:
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Visit to Durgapur Steel Plant, Durgapur
Distinguished Alumni:
º Chinmoy Samajder (1990, B.E, Metallurgical Engg.),
Chief of Communication, PR Dept.,
Durgapur Steel Plant, Durgapur, WB
Date
Venue

:
:

September 04, 2018
DSP Model Room, Durgapur Steel Plant,
Durgapur

TEQIP-III sponsored Industry-Institute Interaction programme
Distinguished Alumnus:
º Kingshuk Ghosh (1972, B.E, Mechanical Engg.),
Head, Mechanical Design, CSME, Kolkata
Date
Venue

:
:

September 29, 2018
NIT Durgapur
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A Tribute
to

A L e g e n d a r y Te a c h e r

Late Asoke Kumar Sen

Alumni of REC / NIT Durgapur
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ASOKE SEN DESIGN & INNOVATION CENTRE
Objectives
£ To p r o m o t e a n d e n h a n c e c u l t u r e o f
interdisciplinary design-focused innovation and
creativity among students
£ To help the students with facilities and
administrative support to develop innovative ideas
into products or processes

About the Centre

£ To create an ecosystem facilitating students and
faculty to take their innovative ideas from class
rooms/labs to people.

Asoke Sen Design& Innovation Centre is to provide a
platform to students, Alumni and faculty members
having zeal for learning and creativity, and passion to
convert their creative ideas into significant, more
viable design innovations. This Design Innovation
centre has been established in the name of Legendary
Professor Late Asoke Sen (Former Faculty of
R.E.College Durgapur), funded by Alumni of this
Institute, is to promote the culture of innovation and
creativity among a wide cross section of students and
faculty in NIT Durgapur.

£ To educate our budding engineers on product
design and development technologies and
specialized skills development by way of
conducting workshops, seminars, awareness
programs, short term courses and formal or nonformal interactions from time-to-time.

Vision

£ To Generate Intellectual Properties (IP) in terms
of patents and high quality technical publications.

To be a globally recognised centre of excellence in the
field of product design and engineering imparting
quality training, interdisciplinary research and
innovative design of products, processes, services,
and technologies for the betterment of our society.
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£ To promote increased interaction and
collaborations with institute and R&D
organizations world-wide working in the areas of
design and innovation.

£ To constitute a working group of innovators
comprising academicians, scientists, Alumni and
industry stakeholders, MSMEs, traditional
craftsmen and artisans, and social entrepreneurs

The
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Proposed Activities
Ideation*Innovation*Incubation
Creation of Common Engineering Facilities in the following areas
•

Design Facility

•

Tinkering Lab.
-Basic Mechanical fabrication facility
-Basic Electronics and Electrical Equipment facility
-Computers, internet& collaborative meeting space

•

Advanced Prototyping facility

R&D Projects & Innovative Product/Technology Development for SME

Partners
Alumni, REC/NIT Durgapur

§

Technologies for Integrated Product & Process Design

§

Design & Development of Innovative Sports machinery

§

Rural Technology development

§

Technologies for Process Automation, Machine Learning & AI

§

Technologies to help Blind and Visually Impaired People

§

Technologies for Waste management & power generation

§

Design & Development of Low Cost Additive Manufacturing/3D
Printing systems for sand moulding

§

Design of micro/nano additive manufacturing for fabrication of
flexible electronics items, solar cells, MEMS components etc

Dept. of NIT Durgapur
Consortium of Industries

Skill Development in the following areas

Dept. of MSME
Other Academic nstitutes

ü

Product Design & Engineering

ü

Reverse Engineering

ü

Computer Aided Design & Manufacturing (CAD/CAM)

ü

Virtual Prototyping, Computer Aided Engineering (CAE)

ü

Additive Manufacturing/3D Printing
-: CONTACT :-

Coordinator, Asoke Sen Design & Innovation Centre
Email: alumni@admin.nitdgp.ac.in, alumninitd@gmail.com
Mobile: 9434788010/9434788150 Web: www.nitdgp.ac.in
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In memory of Professor Asoke Sen:
Perspective From one dedicated disciple:
In June 1974, one nervous village boy in his second
year of Engineering School (just being promoted to
third year), was restless to meet or to talk to the
professor. The professor was none other than
Professor AsokeSen, the most respected and
intimidating Machine Design professor in the
Mechanical Engineering Department of REC
Durgapur (presently named as NITD).
The boy, who could not utter a full sentence in
English other than “Hare Ram and Hare Krishna”, if
had been kicked on his stomach! He bought one
Machine Design text book, written by Dr. J. E.
Shigley using his scholarship money. He was
holding the book to impress the professor.
He was pacing back and forth in front of the room,
where the professor was busy analyzing problems
for his next class. He did not know the college
student at all, but seeing him awkwardly spacing
outside he called him in. It was a scary moment for
the student. The professor asked- “Do you need to
talk to any professor here”? The student somehow
composed himself and managed to say- “Sir, I
wanted to ask you about this design book, which I
shall try to read and understand the complexity of
the design book during my summer recess. In third
year, we will have your machine design class, so I
would like to prepare in advance. Also, I have heard
about my senior mechanical engineering student
(RathinMaity from 1969 batch, who is contesting in
design competition organized by Associate Member
of the Institution of Engineers (A. M. I. E.), located in
Bangalore). I am interested to go for the
competition.”
The professor became very serious and analytical
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about the student (the student was nervous!). He
only commented that “it is too immature to discuss
about competition, but you are welcome to study
the book”.
In July 1974 the much anticipated first day of class
on the machine design subject began. The class was
silent. The professor was drawing the Spur Gear’s
tooth. It took a while to make a fantastically
isometric view of the gear tooth. Now the time for
teaching and simultaneously asking questions. He
noticed the somewhat confident student and asked
him about tooth’s profile and characteristic.
Somehow the answer was satisfactory.
In August 1974, the third-year student somehow
gathered courage to visit Hall-5, where
RathinMaity was busy working on mechanical
design competition. A third-year student could be
teased & taunted by the students in final year.
Careful not to draw any unusual attention, he
stealthily approached one senior (who knew the
young student) for Rathin-da’s room number.
Rathin-da was so busy, that could not spend much
time to discuss over the design problem. He advised
few important items, and gave some tips:
• “You have to impress Professor Sen for
accepting you as a disciple for the competition”.
• “Once you are in, you should not back out
because the Professor does not approve that
attitude”.
• “You might become sick or might get stomach
disorder due to excessive work and food
irregularities but must take medicine and to carry
on”.
• “Lastly, could forgo ranking, if you would like
to pursuit.”

The

NITDIAN CHRONICLE

30

In November 1974, Professor Sen informed in a sadtone that, Rathin-da was awarded second prize for
submitting his design documents (drawings and
report book); unfortunately not first prize!
Professor Sen continued teaching Machine Design
subject to the third-year batch, with sincerity.
The energetic student (just being promoted to fourth
year) asked for the professor’s suggestion for
improving the designing skill. Professor suggested
him to take vocational summer training in Mining &
Allied Machinery Corporation (MAMC), located in
Durgapur, since there was scope to meet many
mechanical engineering seniors from REC (NITD),
where he could get exposed to many mechanical
systems and intricate manufacturing designing
calculations & details. After summer vocational
training the more confident student approached
Professor Sen in August 1974 and discussed about
his new experience. Professor Sen simply nodded to
his extenuous knowledge on few design systems.
In August 1975, Professor Sen advised the eager
student to get in touch with Ajoy Das, who was
doing excellent design package for that year’s
mechanical design competition. It was better than
1974, since he was now more senior and accepted as
a shadow companion of Ajoy Das. He was trying to
learn the designing procedure in more details. Mr.
Das had been sweating to prepare the package
before deadline, and he could make it. Professor and
Mr. Das were waiting to receive a prize letter before
November. Unfortunately, it was a note “Thank you
for your participation”. Both became upset and got
devastated. Professor Sen asserted that “From now
on, he will not be involved any design competition,
since it is a waste of time and sacrificing many
things”! The fourth-year student got alarmed. This
student was also determined to go for next year’s
mechanical design competition.
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In May 1976, the persuasive student inquired about
the in-coming mail from A. M. I. E., which should
contain the design competition problem. Back then
there was no provision of e-mailing, and nobody
had direct contacting phone numbers. Once
approached Professor Sen became sympathetic to
the young student. It was nearing summer vacation,
and it was time for him to go for summer vocational
training. Professor Sen was also shocked by not
receiving any letters from A. M. I. E. He suggested to
visit either IIT Kharagpur or Jadavpur University
where he could investigate about the problems.
He went to Calcutta and visited Jadavpur
University’s mechanical engineering department. It
was summer session, and mechanical department’s
professors could not be reached. Fortunately, one
clerk in the mechanical department found an
envelope from A. M. I. E., which had the problem.
The clerk declined to give him photocopy of the five
pages of problems, since it was not accessible to the
gentleman. The student started copying into white
pages and was successful to bring it back. In the
meant ime, Professor Sen instructed t he
departmental clerk to send a request letter to A. M. I.
E.(Bangalore) for second copy of the “Papers on the
Design Problems”. Professor Sen discussed the

The

problems, which was described as “To design a Gear
Box having spiral bevel and spiral helical gear trains
driven by 450 horse power motor. The Gear Box will
drive a belt conveyor handling mineral ores inside a
plant.” The design was sponsored by
“FlenderMcNeill” Gear manufacturing company.
Professor Sen advised the newly accepted disciple
to start preparing an analytical report with basic
calculations and advised him to visit MAMC for
entire summer recess to achieve vocational training
for the second time. It would give him a chance to
discuss with REC seniors at MAMC and to learn
designing complicated gear systems.
By the end of July, a new envelope arrived
containing the problems. There were problems in
Chemical, Civil and Electrical Engineering subjects
as well per earlier request. Another letter in the
envelope confirmed the extension of submission
date by another month (submission due before
September 28th.
1976), and mentioned that multiple contestants
could join a team, instead of individual contestant.
Professor Sen advised to include another bright
student in his group (who approached him for
starting the competition. Professor Sen added that it
was already too late to start from scratch, since it was
very complicated problems). He gladly agreed to
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partner up for the competition. Both worked many
hours after attending college classes and finishing
home work (fortunately, the semester examination
was not due before November).
Professor Sen instructed them to carry out a design
package in which the Gear Box could be built in the
factory. Following Professor Sen’s instruction, the
students were supplied with a “Drafting board” by
the mechanical department. The drawings were
prepared on Mylar papers using ink pens. The
drawing package consisted of the assembly
drawing, part assembly plans, details, component
drawings for each shaft, locking pins, washers etc.
etc.; the report included detailed calculations and
analysis on each item. Professor Sen loved the way
those two students were working and was pleased
with their progress. He used to come at even 1 AM
to Hall-5 to encourage and to boost their spirits.
Finally, the package was almost ready. Professor
Sen was not confident in simply mailing them. He
commented that “You guys worked so much and if
the package does not reach there before due date,
you will be doomed.” They were thinking about
other options. It was unanimously decided
(consulting with the mechanical department head,
few other professors, and with the Principal) that
they should book the train ticket and travel to
Bangalore, such that the package could be
submitted before or on due date. The
administration gave special “On leave permission”,
such that absent days should not affect their
finalyear’s examination. They boarded Madras
Mail’s reserved compartment from Howrah station.
Both were busy reviewing the drawings and report.
During their 36 hours train journey, they were busy
editing their report, by adding signs for “square
root”, “Cube root”, and other mathematical signs
(which were not done by typical Typewriter)! From
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Madras, they took the train heading to Bangalore for
another 7 hours.
On Saturday (submission due date was on that
Monday), they arrived the office of A. M. I. E. before
12 PM. The office personnel were very amazed to see
them with the completed design package! The
whole office wished them “best of luck”!
They returned to the college. In the first one and half
months, professor Sen and two competitors were
expecting a letter with good news, but nothing
showed up! They began to feel hopeless. However,
were busy completing fifth year’s class project as on
“Designing a Material Handling Equipment” under
the guidance of Professor Sen. By the middle of
November, all the college students went back to
their respective Hall for lunch and to return for
second session. One of the fifth year’s classmates
came running to Hall-5 and screaming ” Professor
Sen is at the main entrance pavement, holding
something and asking for two of you. He alarmed
that something must be serious!” Two scared
students rushed to the college entrance. Professor
Sen hugged both of them, and started saying- “You
guys made it, you guys made it”! Seeing puzzled
faces, he had lifted the letter showing the result,
which was “First Prize for design competition
in1976”, and award will be personally handed by Dr.
Amitabh Bhattacharya in December 1976 at
Khadakwasla Research Center in Pune.
All fifth-year students approached the Principal to
declare a half day, and it was accepted.
Professor Sen advised them to go for M. Tech
immediately after completion of engineering
degree. The young engineer from the village
respected the suggestion. While studying M. Tech
from IIT Kharagpur, he used to meet Professor Sen
whenever he could, and discussed about various
problems in machine design. He was accepted in
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ancillary design department as a post graduate
trainee in Telco, Pune. Whenever he could meet
Professor Sen, he would ask for practical issues and
new systems, which he could share with junior
students.
The relationship between the Great and dedicated
Guru and the obedient disciple lasted for ever.

Hemendranath Bhattacharya,
(1976, B.E, Mechanical Engg.)

11 Golfview Court
Monroe Township
NJ 08831, USA
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Message from
Eminent Alumni

I am unfortunate that I could not be present in the
auspicious moment of the inauguration of ‘Asoke
Sen Design & Innovation Centre (ASDIC)’ on today
the 15th. August, 2018 at NIT, Durgapur. I came to
close to Prof. Sen, the great ‘guru’ of the disciples of
‘Design of Machine Elements’, in mid 1973 when I
approached him seeking his guidance for the ‘5th.
All India Design Competition for Engineering
Students’, conducted by ‘the Institution of
Engineers, India’. The 1st. course of Machine
Design, was then just started and he surprised that
with what brevity I decided to take part in the
competition by designing the ‘auxiliary gear unit for
a cement rotary kiln’. After a discussion he decided
to guide me. Later he told me that he appreciated my
'innovative' thinking power and zeal for 'Design'.
He even took me to ACC cement factory in Sindhri
to have practical ideas on gear unit. Not only me,
many others have also been trained by him more or
less in the same way.
He always wanted me to become a teacher but I
wanted to work in industries in the area of Machine
Design. However, for his continuous inspiration
later I managed to have a teaching position in IIT
Kharagpur from where I am superannuating by the
end of this month. Whatever I am now- this is mostly
due to him only.
I am very pleased and thankful to the respected
present Director of NIT Durgapur- Prof. A. Basu, the
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Chairperson of ASDIC- Prof. N. Banerjee, the
Coordinator of ASDIC- Prof. S. S. Roy and others on
whose effort the centre has become a dream to
reality. I wish every success of this centre.

Rathindranath Maiti
(1974, B.E, Mechanical Engg.)

Professor, Department of
Mechanical Engineering, IIT Kharagpur
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Class of 1965 (First batch)
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Message from

Students’ Alumni Cell

It is our alumni whose significant contribution to
the society has made our National Institute of
Technology Durgapur (formerly, Regional
Engineering College Durgapur) an institute of
glory. Being a part of this glorious Institute, it
becomes one of our prime duties to instil the essence
of brotherhood into the minds of the alumni and
their siblings from Alma-mater. We achieve this
through the establishment of The NIT Durgapur
Students’ Alumni Cell. The Students’ Alumni Cell is
a group of students who voluntarily assist the
functioning of the Centre for Alumni Affairs &
International Relations (CAAIR). We are under the
endorsement of the Dean (Alumni Affairs and
Outreach). Having completely dedicated to
nurturing the bond between students and alumni,
the Students’ Alumni Cell has become an
indispensable part of the CAAIR and thus acting as
a common platform for networking and interaction.
We extend our hands towards our alumni and help
them reconnect to their Alma-mater. Through
regular interactions with the students, the alumni
get a chance to share their valuable experiences and
impart the knowledge they have acquired to the
next generation of NITDIANs. Also, with this
interchange, they get a glimpse of the young minds
of the nation.
We play an instrumental role in organising the
Eminent Alumni Lecture, Student-Alumni
Interaction in the campus, Industry-InstituteInteraction Program, Grand Alumni Homecoming,
various other reunions and publication of the
Annual Yearbook. However, we look forward to
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offering greater assistance to both our institute and
alumni through innovative programs in a brighter
future.
With the aim of mending the broken link between
students and alumni, the Alumni Cell launched the
Alumni-Student Mentorship Program with the
belief that close interaction with alumni will help
students gather invaluable advice regarding overall
development and will also aid them in taking
crucial informative life-changing decisions. We feel
their valuable experience would really enrich
younger minds.
Our team was formed with the aim to involve the
students in the Alumni Activities from the studenthood itself. The team is to promote the interests of
and understanding between the students of the
past, present, and future NIT Durgapur through the
programs and services offered by the organization.
The objective is to educate the general students with
a better understanding of the NIT Durgapur
Alumni Network and likewise bring the alumni
community up to date with the current student
body. Being students ourselves, we exactly know
the flavour of being a NITDIAN and through
various interactions, we assist students in having a
better communication with the alumni. We help the
students in sharing their college life experiences
with the alumni which resonate with their
experiences giving them a greater nostalgic effect.
We form a part of the endeavour to promote
tradition and unity within the Institute and
ultimately to preserve a lifelong connection for all
those who pass through the portals of NIT
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Durgapur. The team also tries to develop a cordial
and advanced professional relationship amongst
the ex-students and present students helping the
novices figure out the dubious nature of the journey
outside NIT Durgapur.
The alumni-driven initiatives for the benefit of
students, assisting Alumni in different cities and
organising NITDIAN seminar, various reunions
and bridging the connectivity gap between the
Institute and alumni allows Alumni Cell Volunteers
to get a splendid view of the ‘Alumni’ world.

Working for the betterment of the Institute also
motivates students to understand the values created
by all well-wishers of NIT Durgapur. Through the
efforts of Alumni Cell, alumni of REC/NIT
Durgapur are now able to actively contribute
towards the betterment of their Alma-mater and we
feel proud to be a part of the Centre for Alumni
Affairs & International Relations and witness the
evolution of our National Institute of Technology
Durgapur.

Student Volunteers
Chayan Ghosh

Sukanta Manna

Final year, B.Tech, Mechanical

Third year, B.Tech, Electrical

Sk. Mehabub

Debangshu Paramanik

Final year, B.Tech, Mechanical

Third year, B.Tech, Mechanical

Devansh Goenka

Gaurish Kumar Shaw

Final year, B.Tech, Computer Science & Engineering

Third year, B.Tech, Mechanical

Sagnik Chakraborty

Pallinti Krishna Chaitanya

Third year, B.Tech, Mechanical

Third year, B.Tech, Mechanical

Sibam Roy

Meena Kumari Jana

Third year, B.Tech, Mechanical

Third year, B.Tech, Metallurgy

Tiasa Das

Shounak Dasgupta

Third year, B.Tech, Mechanical

Second year, B.Tech, Mechanical

Abhisek Gupta

Amit Kumar Ball

Third year, B.Tech, Mechanical

PhD Scholar, Computer Science & Engineering
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“Giving Back”

If we take something, we are usually expected to
pay back. Suppose we use our credit card to buy
something, we essentially have to pay back to settle
the outstanding balance. All financial and material
transactions are executed like this and it is often
enforced by law.
However, there are many other types of
transactions which we are associated with
everyday. To become what we are today, we have
received enormous support from various corners. It
is said, to see something, only eyes are not enough,
we need to bring our heart into it. If we observe with
our heart and try to understand, we will realise that
to become what we are today we have been
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provided with enormous support from various
quarters. Starting from our parents, we have
received support from our relatives, friends.
village/ town/ city, state, country culture etc.
However, we have also received invaluable support
from educational institutions, our schools, colleges,
universities and research facilities. Our faculty
members not only taught us on subjects to upgrade
our skills, they in fact injected character and
confidence in us to lead a successful professional
life. In fact our very personalities are shaped by this
whole idea and process of education system
including its administration, faculty & supporting
staff, the class rooms, labs, hostels and the entire
environment as such.
Further, we have also got many good friends in our
batchmates. We are proud to be in touch and enjoy
their friendships many years after passing out.
Someone may argue that we paid fees for what we
learned; took tough exams to earn our degrees. One
may also argue, all individuals who worked for the
i n s t i t u t i o n h a ve a l r e a d y r e c e i ve d t h e i r
remineration. So why bother? This is true.
However, as already clarified, to understand
something accurately, we must put our heart into it.
For any action being taken, there are four major
significant values: gross material value, intellectual
value, emotional and spiritual value. In our Indian
system, law is enforced only for the return of the
gross material value. Other values are neither
enforced nor quantified in terms of money. They are
left to the individuals to assess and return.
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Of course, Indian culture, by its teachings, inspires
us to understand and pay back to society. It’s not
essential that every body has to contribute
monetarily. Bhagwat Gita says:

õæF=+ÛFaÎFF¶FÛFÚÜF˜FaPõFPÊkPæFÎ¼P¶FÛFFÎFæF

Anyone can pay back to society in terms of time,
talent, technology and taka. Let us all, especially the
ex-students act to remind ourselves in recognising
the fact that a mere thank you is not adequate. Every
one of us from whatever background we have, with
exposure in core industry to business,
administration or high end technology, is important.

Human being achieves success by submitting own On this occasion, let’s be part of nation building by
efforts for the highest cause without any empowering our own institution which helped us
transform our adolescence into maturity and made
expectations.
us part of the engineering community.

From
Mahendranath Misra
(1982, B.E, Electrical) with
editing support & corrections from
my batchmates of RECD’82
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“Giving Back”
money or not. If the farmers were not there, if the
tailors were not making clothes for us, if the
masons were not building our houses, we didn’t
have any food, cloth or house. So, it is our own
moral duty to give back to our society
spontaneously. This type of feeling should come
from the very core of one’s heart.

Sukanta Manna
Third year, B.Tech., Dept. of Electrical
Engineering

G

iving back is where we give, but nothing
happens, no benefits for us, no
recognition, not any tangible feelings sent
in our way. The only reward is that we make a
significant change in someone’s life. Even if it is not
‘significant’, it may be a little positive change. Then
there is a feeling of complacence.
The opposite of ‘giving back’ is ‘taking in’. We were
born in a society. Since then we are growing here
consuming its resources and amenities. That is
what is called ‘taking in’. So, the debt is going on
day by day. One may argue that we are paying
money for these. But if the services were not there
in the society, then it didn’t matter whether we had
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Nowadays, the so-called ‘educated’ and ‘civilized’
people have become self-centered. They have no
time to bother about the society or its people. All of
them are busy in a race of making more and more
money. They forget that they also belong to this
society. Whereas, there are people out there
struggling to thrive, fighting with various
difficulties and complexities of life. They need
help. Besides, the modern capitalistic economy has
created large discriminations between the rich and
the poor in the society. The poor in our country do
not get proper food, clothes or shelter---- the three
basic needs of a human being. Children are
washing dishes in restaurants instead of going to
school. People are dying without any medical
treatment for the lack of money. They need a little
help to stand on their own feet to hold their heads
high. It is our duty to stand beside them with a
helping hand and a sympathetic heart as their
fellow citizens. This could be the first step towards
the journey of giving back. British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill has said, “We make living by
what we get but we make life by what we give.”
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There is a saying that charity begins at home. Our
parents have made many sacrifices in their lives to
give us a good upbringing from our very birth, or at
least they have tried to do so. If we don’t give back
to them, then what is the use of such tall-talks? So,
first we have to take care of our family. Spending
quality time with them, speaking to them, laughing
with them, discussing health and hygiene, sharing
our own views and thoughts with them would
work nicely. It would be better, if we help them in
their chores often, or help them finding the proper
medicine for night. These things are more
important than giving our mother a costly jewelry
as a gift on the Mother’s Day.
Giving back to the society comes at the last. World
famous scientist Albert Einstein once said, “Give
back to the society at least what you have received.”
Even then also it is very much difficult to do so. As
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students we can organize camps for blood
donation, campaigns on health and hygiene, night
classes for the illiterate etc. A doctor can give back
to the society by taking minimum fees from his
patients at least once in a week. A teacher can give
back to the society by guiding some needy students
personally. In this way, we can give back within our
own professions. If any one feels the urge, he/ she
can donate blood, money or clothes for those who
need. All it takes is a little desire and an empathetic
heart.
Mother Teresa once said,“It’s not how much we
give but how much love we put into giving.”
Giving back is not a matter of building one’s
resume or attracting the attention of the employer.
It should be cultivated in the softest soil of the heart
which feels the toils and miseries of day-to-day life
and beats in the same pace of that pain.
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“Giving Back”

Sagnik Chakraborty
Third Year, B.Tech, Mechanical Engineering

I

n the City of Joy among thousands of joy
deprived faces, in one corner of her lonely
room she sat, smiling to herself, her eyes
staring in the distant haze of Victoria Memorial,
visible in the silhouettes. He sat too far away from
her, his mind entangled in the mystery of her
thoughts. He wondered where her mind was,
under the Aurora Borealis or the Cellular jail. He
thought of embracing her and give her the best of
experiences. She strolled through the monochrome
streets, the old man’s forlorn tune resonating in her
ears, while a child sold candy in the busy streets.
She had tears in her eyes looking at the disastrous
condition of the then City of Joy, ‘Tilottama
Kolkata’. She wanted to fly a kite high in the skies,
whispering a lullaby to the birds that held high.
She wanted to play a game of Peek-a-boo with the
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golden sun of early February. She is a dynamic lady
caught in the bondage of selfishness, cowardice
and reinforcement. But He, her son was
determined to free her of the bondage and gift her
all the happiness in her life as she was the one who
had brought all of them up with utmost care and
love and hence planned to write a letter to his
beloved mother on her seventy second birthday“To my mother,
Today on the verge of your seventy second
birthday celebration I am writing this letter to
express my sincere love, gratitude and ‘shraddha’
for whatever you have done for me. Today, in the
ultramodern society of twenty first century all of
your sons and daughters are celebrating your
birthday with great enthusiasm and joy, but
standing in the middle of all these ecstasy, an
unknown air of melancholy is surrounding me and
forcing me to rethink about my contribution to
your well being. Though it is said that it is
impossible to payback all the contributions of our
parents; but at the same time I feel that it is the duty
of a son or daughter to look after his parents and
alma mater at their needs. From that point of view
it is my earnest question to myself, “Have I done
my duty?” And the answer I get is “A big NO.” If all
the sons of yours should have done this question to
themselves, I am quite obvious that today we will
be able to celebrate your birthday with a little bit of
heart and not with all these external programmes.
Today on your birthday I would like to thank you
to teach us about tolerance and universal
acceptance. As the epitome of kindness you have
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taught us to help the needy with food, shelter or
education. From the days of boyhood you have
taught us that, “As the different streams having
their sources in different paths which men take
through different tendencies, various though they
appear, crooked or straight, all lead to Thee."I have
always visualised you as an ideal human being, as
the real life example of the hymn described in Gita,
“Whosoever comes to Me, through whatsoever
form, I reach him; all men are struggling through
paths which in the end lead to me."Sectarianism,
colonisation and their violent descendent
fanaticism have long possessed this beautiful earth,
drenched it with human blood, destroyed
civilisation and sent whole nations to despair. But
at that critical junction of human civilisation, you
taught us about kindness, you helped us to realise
the significance of mercy. You have always taught
us to be contended to what life gives us and try to
improve from that position and never to take ill
ways to achieve liberty and worldly pleasures and
today I find all these teachings like the gems of my
life. As it is said that “necessity is the mother of all
invention”,you have always established the
necessity to realise the omnipresent truth of human
life and hence I thank you from the core of my
heart.
When a seed is put in the ground, it requires earth,
water, sunlight and air to develop into a seed. At
that time period earth, water, sunlight and air helps
to grow up the seed into a big tree. When the seed
becomes a big tree it grows vegetables, fruits or
flowers and gives back to the mother earth; there is
not a single type of plant which takes all the
advantage from the nature and does not return
anything to nature. This is practical lesson of life. It
is our duty to give back something to each and
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everyone who have helped us to become what we
are today. Giving back is not only a great virtue but
also it is a must in the present day of selfishness and
self-centred mentality.
‘Mother’ not only signifies the woman who gives
birth to a child, ‘mother’ stands for all those
persons who, some way or the other have helped
me to become what I am today. It may be our
parents who were there for us in all those sleepless
nights when we were ill, it may be our primary
school teacher who taught us multiplication and
division, it may be the maid servant who kept our
home neat and clean or it may be the professor in
college who not only taught us the academic
subjects but also helped us to learn the tactics to
survive in the world of “rat race” and last but not
the least it may be MOTHER INDIA who taught us
“Help and not fight”, “Assimilation and not
Destruction”, “Harmony and Peace and not
Dissension.”
Therefore, it is our obvious duty to give back
something to the people who have helped us to
grow up when we needed support.
Mother, today on your seventy second birthday it is
my resolution that I will do my best to give back
whatever I can to all those people who actually
need it, becauseWhose laps gave me
My mother’s love and care;
Whose air blew within
My lungs, as I respire;
She is my mother, my alma mater
My motherland, so rare.
With love and respect,
From
A child of yours who wants to give back something
to his alma mater.”d
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“Giving Back”

Sanjiban Dutta
Third year, B.Tech., Dept. of
MechanicalEngineering
“It is every man's obligation to put back into the world
the equivalent of what he takes out of it"
~Albert Einstein
"The best way to find yourself is to loose yourself in the
service of others."
~Mahatma Gandhi

I

t's truly said that life, a precious gift is
bestowed upon by the Almighty, is a complete
journey within itself. A soul is meant to return
the same way it descended - empty handed leaving
behind all the worldly pleasures. What really
matters is how much we balanced the beam of give
and take before leaving.
'Giving Back'- though a self-explanatory term but
the concept is not limited merely to its meaning. In

CHNOL

O

NAL INS
IO

TE

TUTE OF
TI

GY

NA
T

DURGAPUR

simple, words it can be defined to include all
selfless acts of service dedicated to our society,
community or nation who helped us reach a
position high enough to be able to contribute to a
common good by giving back what we gained.
Some people claim that their personal success and
secure position has been justly earned by
themselves without the help of others along the
way. But this attitude is selfish, egoistical and
naive. Nobody makes it through life entirely on
his/her own merits. As a consequence everyone
has a debt to repay and a reason to give back.
Volunteering strengthens our communities, brings
people together and provides us with valuable
experience and insight. Although giving back is a
selfless dedication to a noble cause without
expecting any profit or self-recognition,
sometimes volunteering can be a great way to gain
work experience, especially when we are working
in our field of interest, trying to master a new skill
or hoping to on-ramp back into the work force.
More over, as per the sayings, the greatest
happiness in life is achieved by making others
happy. Even scientific research provides
compelling data to support the anecdotal evidence
that giving is a powerful pathway to personal
growth and lasting happiness. Experiments show
evidence that altruism is hardwired in the brain
and it's pleasurable. Helping others may just be the
secret to living a life that is not happier but also
healthier, wealthier, more productive and
meaningful .
As mentioned earlier, giving back is too broad a
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concept and is equally significant for every single
individual as they can give back in their own small
but significant ways. For example- students can
participate in giving back by devoting a few hours
for either teaching their less fortunate juniors or
they can volunteer a NGO or can form their own
group or non-profitable organization devoted to a
social cause. Giving back to the society can involve
active participation in charitable organizations,
blood donation or other innumerable selfless acts
of service. For a school or an institution, the alumni
can give back in many possible ways through either
active volunteering, involving in open discussions
and conferences or providing financial help to their
almamater. The term giving back is most
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significant when it comes to entrepreneurs. For
them it shouldn't just mean providing free service
in lieu of advertising or making a nominal charity
for the sake of it. But they must realise the
responsibility they hold in their community and
contribute accordingly in every possible way. Now,
with the advent of technology in this digital world
internet websites have served to be a boon for
giving back to our community through charity or
financial help.
Thus,in a nutshell, it is as good as early we
recognise and realise it's importance. Let us make
this world a better place to live in by "Giving
Back!"She wanted to play a game of Peek-a-boo
with the
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“Giving Back”

Shivam Singhal
Third year, B.Tech., Dept. of Information
Technology

I

ndians today claim to be some of the most
patriotic people in the world but from the
looks of everything, the definition of
patriotism seems to be a bit distorted (only if I am
understating things). To citizens in general, it’s
sharing posts on social media platforms or
dressing up all ethnic on the “special days”; to
entrepreneurs, business-strategists, its the
marketing of soldiers, fighting for peace through
war, in advertisements that don’t connect at all; to
politicians, well, let’s not delve there.

crime. Ironic, right ?“Patriotic crimes” ? Among
communal riots, economic misbalance and
political hate propagandas, patriotism has shrunk
to a mere “like, comment, share, subscribe”. And if
this is wrong, well, statistics are all that we can aim
for !
But if one single apple is rotten in the entire basket,
do we let the rest of them rot away or do we throw
off that stinky piece of gibberish ? Considering an
honest citizen’s opinion formed out of pied
conversations and some logicality, the answer’s but
a crystal-clear NO ! We stand up and do something.
And for a start, we all can start respecting the fact
that our country is ours to beautify, ours to
alleviate, and ours to make the Golden Bird again !
For a start, we can start giving back to this national
family that has been giving us shelter, food
comfort, identity, and most importantly,
protection, to this country, to our country !

Patriotism, or giving back to the country that Giving back isn’t giving back material resources;
nurtures your life and gives you an international its giving back our mind, heart and soul to our
identity, has become nothing but a business-show beloved nation !
today. And with business comes money, and often,
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“Giving Back”

Kaushik Sardar
Third year, B.Tech., Dept. of Metallurgical &
Materials Engineering

E

verything and every system follow “give and
take policy” said by father, when I was a
child. At that time, I did not pay much
attention to it. As I grew up and stepped into the
premises of my college boundary, those words of my
father echoed inside my ears. My realization came
from the concept of ‘Alumni-college’ relationship.
Yes, giving back is always associated with an
alumnus. To me giving back or give and take policy
simply means contributing to the organization or a
person who itself/himself once contributed to your
success. It can be your college, school, any other
organization and most importantly your parents. As
we know charity begins at home. Similarly, when we
think of giving back what we once took, we must start
with our parents. Their immense love, inspiration
and constant support contributed and made you
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what you are today. Giving back to your family is the
first step you must take. Since there small blocks in
society will follow a chain and contribute to the
welfare of the society. As I said, having a son or a
daughter, it is our duty to give back the love to our
parents, to support them when they no longer will be
able to walk. Being an alumnus, it is our duty to give
back the knowledge of your experiences to the
juniors and sometimes monetary support to the
organization for future development, welfare of the
same. The last step is to give back to the society which
made you a social being. In life, if we follow give and
take policy, both the parties will benefit and further
contribute to the development of both. The ultimate
aim is to benefit from this relationship and it is a
universal fact that, any relationship will last when
both the parties will contribute to the relationship. It
must be mutual. Last but not the least, we must
always believe that giving someone will benefit you
and not take anything from you. It is like huge
interest investment. You give a little part of yours and
in return you will receive huge since the universe will
conspire in getting you. To this big journey we must
start with our parents, next proceed to those teachers
who gave this knowledge to you, the organization
which can be your school, college or workplace and
finally to the society and country, which made you a
human with morals and this chain of giving back
should never stop. In this journey of giving back, we
must never neglect those individuals, such asour
maids, the old lady who helped your mother in
bringing you up, to those individuals contributed to
you knowingly or unknowingly. This act of gratitude
will act as a token of love, respect and dignity and
will help to strengthen this bond.
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About International
Relations &
Outreach Activities

N

IT Durgapur is dedicated to contribute to q Establishing and fostering linkages between
tackle the modern global challenges and
researchers and experts in various areas, creating
focuses on the establishment of strategic
awareness about all such MoUs amongst the
tie-ups with the Universities with expertise in
departments and students of NIT Durgapur to
Engineering & Technology, Management and
ensure their full participation.
Health Sciences.NIT Durgapur has set up q To promote exchange programmes for students
International Relations Cell (IRC), is a student body
through Student Exchange Agreements with
working under Centre for Alumni Affairs &
collaborating institutions. NIT Durgapur
International Relations with the objective to
students are encouraged to participate in course
support and facilitate international academic
work and research work in collaborating
services-engagement.
institutions thus giving them international
The main goal of this office is to oversee and
exposure and the opportunity to learn from
coordinate all international activities of NIT
global work cultures.
Durgapur.
q To partner with other Institutes in India to
enhance collaborative research.
Objectives
To fulfill its goal, NIT Durgapur has signed MoUs
q To promote relationships between foreign with various International Universities, Institutes
institutions/universities and NIT Durgapur, and and Research organizations and has been
to help define the scope of such relationships successfully organizing Student Exchange
through appropriate Memorandum of Program/Faculty Exchange Programs enabling
them to gain international exposure.
Understanding (MoUs).
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MoU)
with NIT Durgapur

A.
Sl.No.

Colleges/Institutes/Universities (Abroad)
Name of the College/Institute/University

1.

Caledonian College of Engineering (CCE) Muscat,
Oman

2.

Ming Chi University of Technology,
New Taipei City, Taiwan

3.

Universita DegliStudi Di Parma,
Via Universita 12, 43124 Parma, Italy

4.

5.

B.

Colleges/Institutes/Universities (India)
Name of the College/Institute/University

Sl.No.
1.

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

2.

Acharya Nagarjuna University, Guntur (A.P)

3.

National Institute of Technology,
Hazratbal, Kashmir

4.

Department of Computer Science &
Engineering, University of Calcutta

5.

Department of Computer Science & Engineering,
IIEST Shibpur

Brno University of Technology, Czech Republic

The University of Nottingham,
United Kingdom

6.

University of Kentucky, Lexington,
KY 40508, USA

7.

University of Liverpool, UK

8.

Vetha Centre for Transdisciplinary Studies,
Newark, New Jersey, USA

C.

Name of the College/Institute/University

Sl.No.
9.

South Dakota School of Mines & Technology,
Rapid City, South Dakota 57701, USA

10.

Universita Della Calabria, Italy

11.

12.

1.

Aaranya Biosciences Private Limited,
Nacharam, Hyderabad

2.

Magnitude Prototyping Pvt. Ltd.,
Banamali Banerjee Road, Kolkata

3.

Durgapur Steel Plant, Durgapur

Far Eastern Federal University
(FEFU), Russia
Trofimuk Institute of Petroleum Geology and
Geophysics,Siberian Branch of Russian Academy
of Sciences, The Russian Federation (IPGG SB SRAS)

13.

Hanyang University, Seoul,
Republic of Korea

14.

Tianjin Polytechnic University China

15.

Federal University of Rio De Janeiro, Brazil

D.

16.

Industries/Organizations (India)

TOMSK Polytechnic
University, Russia

Sl.No.

Research Institutions(India)
Name of the College/Institute/University

1.

CSIR-Central Mechanical Engineering
Research Institute, Durgapur

2.

Semi-Conductor Laboratory, Dept. of Space GOI,
SAS Nagar, Punjab
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Alumni Speaks
Kamanio Chattopadhyay Recipient of prestigious S.S.Bhatnagar Award
1971, B.E.,
Metallurgical Engineering
Brief Bio-sketch
Born in 3rd March 1950 at Madhya Pradesh, India,
Professor Kamanio Chattopadhyay received his
B.E. Degree in Metallurgical Engineering from R E
College, Durgapur, Burdwan University
(Currently NIT, Durgapur) in 1971 and
M.Sc.(Eng.) and Ph.D. from Banaras Hindu
University in 1973 and 1978 respectively.
Appointed faculty member (Lecturer) at Banaras
Hindu University in 1975, he later joined Indian
Institute of Science in 1983 as Assistant Professor
and later occupied the position of a Professor of
Materials Science and subsequently the Divisional
Chairman of the Mechanical Sciences a division
administering the majority of the engineering
departments at the Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore. Currently he is an INAE Distinguished
Professor and an honorary professor at the same
I n s t i t u t e . A m o n g m a n y a d m i n i s t r a t i ve
accomplishments at the Institute, he has founded
the well-known Interdisciplinary Centre for
Energy Research and the Advanced Facility for
Microscopy and Microanalysis at the Institute.

in1995, he is also a recipient of numerous national
awards including the award of National
Metallurgist of Government of India for
contribution to the metallurgical profession and
the life time achievement award of the Electron
Microscope Society of India. He is a fellow of all
the science and engineering academies of the
country including Indian National Science
Academy (INSA), Indian Academy of Science
(IASc), National Academy of Science, Allahabad
(NASI) and Indian National Academy of
engineering (INAE). He is a past president and
honorary member of the Indian Institute of
Metals. Currently he is a member of the executive
council of International Federation of Societiesfor
Microscopy, a member of the international Science
council of UNESCO.

He was the coordinator of the national
microgravity programme from 2003 to 2014 and
successfully steered the first Indian science
experiments aboard the Indian re-entry vehicle
SRE in 2007. He was also the co-director from
Indian side of the flagship thirty-fourmembers
consortium of Indian and American academic
institutions and industries, “Solar Energy
Institute of India and United States” called
During the course of his professional career, he
SERIIUS.
served as a visiting professor at Carnegie Mellon
University, Tohoku University and Kyoto Professor Chattopadhyay served as a chair of
University and spend time at large number of several international committee including the
research establishments across the world that committees on the Rapidly Quenched and
resulted in extensive international research Metastable Materials, International committee on
Nanostructure Materials and committee on
collaborations.
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Quasicrystals. A past editor of the Journal of
Materials Science published by Springer, he has
alsoserved as Guest editor of the international
Journal ‘Materials Science and Engineering’,
Elsevier and is a member of the editorial boards of
several international journals.
Professor Chattopadhyay is internationally
recognized for his work on Quasicrystals,
Nanomaterials and non-equilibrium processed
metastable materials and design of new high
temperature alloys including superalloys. His
extensive work on mechanically milled
nanoscaled magnetic materials and free nano
particles through cryomilling is well recognized.
His current work on developing a new series of
high temperature high strength structural alloys
in cobalt, aluminium and copper-based alloy
systems utilizing ordered intermetallics has
attracted global attention and has yielded several
patents. He has supervised more than 45 doctoral

students and published over 400 papers in
international journals.
On being a RECollian :Personal Experience
I have a fond memory of my days at R E College,
Durgapur. We have spent five years that include
three years that people say turbulent but for me a
great learning experience that shaped my life.
Many of my personal experience that cannot be
shared. I got friends and friendship still continues.
I often say that R E College shapes me as a person
and BHU as an academician.
Role of Alumni and Importance of Giving Back
Giving back is complicated word which I do not
understand. However, many of my juniors from
my Alma mater have come to me and I am proud
that I could contribute to shaping them to become
assets for this country. That is probably my
humble giving back.
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Alumni Speaks
Surjya Kumar Maiti

On being a RECollian : Personal Experience

1970, B.E.,
Mechanical Engineering

The College is the second REC to be set up after the
REC Warangal. It started with a very illustrious
group of faculty, a number of them moved from
IIT Kharagpur. Prof S N Ray, the founding
Principal of the College, was ably supported by a
highly qualified group of Head of Departments:
Prof M S Sinha (Physics), Prof S N Banerji
(Chemistry), Prof A K Choudhury (Mathematics),
Prof H N Roy (Humanities), Prof M MBasole
(Civil), Prof S P Roy Choudhury (Electrical), Prof S
K Basu (Mechanical), Prof A P Sinha (Chemical),
Prof S C Das Gupta (Metallurgy) and Prof S K
Choudhury (Applied Mechanics). The group
contributed a lot to get the college to be recognised
as a good Institutionin the period 1965-70.
However, the wave of Naxal movement drove a
body blow to the education systemofthe whole
state of West Bengal; REC Durgapur was no
exception. Unfortunately, the college could not
regain its standing thereafter.

Bio-Sketch
After graduating in 1970 I worked briefly (January
to July 1971) in CMERI Durgapur and then moved
to TELCO Jamshedpur as a Graduate Trainee
around the middle of 1971.After about a year as
the trainee I left for the University of Birmingham
for PG study in Mechanical Engineering with
aGovt. of India Scholarship in May 1972. I
completed my MSc in June 1973 and then joined
the University as a Research Associate for a year
and then returned to India in June 1974 and joined
back TELCO as a Design Engineer. In August 1975
I moved to IIT Bombay as a Lecturer in the
Mechanical Engineering Department. I served the
Department of the Institute for 43 years
approximately in various capacities – Assistant
Professor, Professor, Head of the Department,
Chair Professor and Emeritus Fellow. I too served
the Institute as Chairman Placement, Chairman
Gate 2003, and as Convener of many Committees.
In between I went to Cambridge University
Engineering Department as a Postdoctoral Fellow
(October 1981 to December 1983), and to the
Mechanical Engineering Department of the
National University of Singapore (NUS) as a
Visiting Professor from December 2010 to May
2011. Recently I have finished my tenure in July
(2018) at IIT Bombay and moved to a new
Institution, IIT Bhilai, Raipur, as a Visiting
Professor. I have had a very satisfying service life
both as a teacher and researcher.

I mustadd that there were many very illustrious
teachers in each of the Departments. They were
really role models. They have left deep
impressions in the minds of student community
of the time. I am really indebted to many of them,
e.g, Profs. M S Sinha, A K Choudhry, H N Roy, S K
Basu, Ashoke Sen (ME), N C Das Gupta (ME), S N
Sen Gupta (ME), D K Pal (ME), and others.
Whatever I have achieved thus far in service life is
because of their teaching, support and good
wishes.
I take pride in belonging to a college which has
produced many graduates and post graduates
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has an important, inseparable and life-long role in
this direction. Each alumnus, by doing his/her role
in the society as distinctly as possible, will make
the Alma Mater move forward in the hall of fame.
The Alumni can also help the Alma Mater to
improve by giving valuable suggestions for
solving the current problems and/or giving
financial contributions. The second one is possible
Role of Alumni in the Development of Alma only by a few. The College could perhaps arrange
for some brain-storming sessions to identify few
mater & On the importance of Giving back
crucial problems at a time and evolve strategies to
Alumni is an important stake holder in the
overcome them gradually. I wish the College all
reputation and standing of a college. An alumnus
the best in this endeavour.
who have made successful contributions later in
running both public and private sector industries,
become academicians of both national and
international repute, and helped setting up
enterprises, and contributed in many other
spheres. Hope the college will gradually better its
standing in the years to come.

Alumni Speaks
Aloke Paul
1996, B.E.,
Metallurgical Engineering

selected him as the Metallurgist of the Year Award
in 2014. The Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research awarded him the Shanti Swarup
Bhatnagar Prize, one of the highest Indian science
awards in 2017.

Brief Bio-sketch
Aloke Paul did his undergraduate studies at the
Regional Engineering College (currently known
as the National Institute of Technology) Durgapur
from where he earned the degree of BE in
metallurgical engineering in 1996. After
completing further he joined the Indian Institute of
Science as professor. In 2010, he received the
Outstanding Young Faculty Award of the Indian
chapter of Microsoft Research and four years later,
the Ministry of Steel of the Government of India

On being a RE Collian: Personal Experience
I spent best part of life in REC, Durgapur during
1992-96. This is not just about study but also
making good friends with great hostel life and
constant fun. Study was fun not only because of
excellent teaching staff but also doing many other
activitiestogether in a group. Cine fest and
Recstacyremainedunforgettable memories until
now.

The
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Alumni Speaks
Bikramjit Basu
1995, B.E.,
Metallurgical Engineering
Brief Bio-sketch
Bikramjit Basu is an alumnus of NIT, Durgapur (1995
pass out, Metallurgical Engineering). He served as a
faculty at IIT Kanpur during 2001-2011. He is
currently a Professor at the Materials Research
Center with joint appointment as Associate Faculty at
Interdisciplinary centre for Energy Research and
Centre for Biosystems Science and Engineering,
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. He received
the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar prize in 2013. He is an
elected fellow of the American Institute of Medical
and Biological Engineering (2017), National
Academy of Medical Sciences (2017), Indian National
Academy of Engineering (2015), National Academy
of Sciences, India (2013). He has received the
‘National Bioscience award’ from the Government of
India in 2015; ‘Metallurgist of the Year’ award from
the Ministry of Steels, Government of India in 2010
and NASI-Scopus award from the Elsevier in 2010.

He remains the only Indian from India, till to date, to
receive the prestigious ‘Coble Award for Young
Scholars’ from the American Ceramic Society in 2008.
His 250+ research papers are cited more than 7000
times with H-index of 45. He is also Honorary
Distinguished Visiting Professor at Indian Institute
of Engineering Science and Technology, Shibpur,
Howrah, India.
On being a RECollian : Personal experience
A journey into an unknown horizon: Interdisciplinary
Research Personal reflection:
It was the summer of 1991. I was very excited to see
my name in the merit list of West Bengal JEE. Soon I
would be entering a new phase of life. My parents
were happy to let me go to the then Regional
Engineering College, Durgapur (abbreviated
hereafter as RECD). It was my father’s thought that I,
with Bengali medium background, should be more
conversant in English and also should have more
perspective of life in National scenario. This would
have been difficult had I studied at Shibpur Bengal
Engineering college, now IIEST, Shibpur or at

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the recipients (Bikramjit Basu, bottom row, third from left) of Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar award for
the years 2011 to 2014, at a formal function at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi on September 26, 2016. Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Science
Minister (left to PM) and Dr. GirishSahni, Director-General, CSIR (second left to Science Minister) are seen.

The

NITDIAN CHRONICLE

54

Jadavpur University, although both were nearer to
my home than RECD. This was the first step of my
move from a traditional middle-class Bengalee family
to a cosmopolitan world of RECD. During my stay at
RECD, I came across students from every state of the
country with different food habits and languages.
Life in hostel seemed difficult to start with but soon
became great fun. Strong friendships developed over
the four years have remained steadfast till today.

emerging field of engineering ceramics in Europe
(Katholieke University of Leuven, Belgium;
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1 4 2 5 ) . T h i s wa s a r a t h e r
unconventional decision at that timepoint, as most
Indian students used to prefer USA for pursuing
doctoral study. In view of my previous training in the
field of Metallurgy, I never had the opportunity at
that timepoint to take any formal course on ceramics
in India. To get acquainted with the fundamentals of
Ceramics, I started reading the book of David
Kingery, ab-initio. During my undergraduate
training in Alloy Steel Plant (1993) and Bhilai Steel
Plant (1994), I got to learn that ceramics are used as
refractories in blast furnaces and basic oxygen
furnaces to produce molten steel. With my little
knowledge on ceramics, I never dreamt that I would
pursue my academic career in the same field. The
application specific ceramic development in my
investigation called for conducting tribology
experiments to assess performance-limiting
properties. Analogous to my initial days of PhD in
understanding the basics of ceramics, I had similar
situation when it came for Tribology, which was an
absolutely new subject for me. During my PhD at
Leuven, I was part of the European Union funded
research project. For many review meeting, I had to
travel to Spain, UK, Holland and Luxembourg.More
importantly, my PhD project facilitated my
interaction with the ceramic manufacturing
companies (e.g. SKF, Cerametal, etc.). All such
experiences were equally valuableto develop a global
perspective in early career (1997-2001).

After spending joyful and memorable 12 years of
schooling at a Howrah-based Bengali medium
school, Shibpur Srimat Swami Projnananda
Saraswati Vidyalaya, I finally started my journey in
academics in the Metallurgical Engineering at RECD
in July, 1991. Honestly, engineering was never my
priority in life. I wanted to become a clinician and I
appeared for JEE in medical again in 1992, but both
the times could not secure a good rank to be admitted
to the top medical schools in West Bengal. I decided to
continue at RECD and graduated in 1995 with
Bachelor of Engineering in Metallurgical
Engineering. Being out of home for the first time in
life, RECD was and has remained a special place in
my life. This is the reason I always felt nostalgic
whenever I visited RECD over last 22 years. While at
RECD, I heard the name of Indian Institute of Science
multiple times and it was kind of a dream for me
when I got a high rank in GATE and got the chance to
be admitted to IISc, Bangalore.With deep gratitude, I
remember our professors particularly, the late R. N.
Roy of my department. His strong grasp of the
subject matter as well as the lucid manner of
explaining difficult concepts had always enthralled After a brief stint of post-doctoral research on ceramic
matrix composites at University of California, Santa
me.
Barbara, I joined IIT Kanpur as Assistant Professor in
After my Master of Engineering in Metallurgy from
2001. I continued my research on engineering
IISc in 1997, I decided to do my doctoral studies in the
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ceramics and since 2006, I started exploring the field
of biomaterials. My group at IISc currently conducts
research in the interdisciplinary area of Biomaterials
science/Biomedical Engineering, Renewable Energy
and ultrahigh temperature ceramics (please see
schematic illustrations for our research on
biomedical engineering).
Interesting enough, my undergraduate curriculum at
RECD did not have a single subject on any of the
current research themes in my group. What I learnt at
RECD are the core subjects of Metallurgy with the
basics of Engineering Science. I apply many of those
fundamental principles in my research today. While
teaching at IIT Kanpur (2001-2013), I realized that the
course structure and teaching pattern at RECD,
particularly in Metallurgy discipline, is almost
comparable, but the difference lies in more
quantitative approach as well as problem solving
aspects in similar courses being taught at IIT system,
in general. This makes the IITians to think in more
quantitative terms. The fact that I could venture into
the unknown domain of ceramics with
undergraduate and postgraduate training in
Metallurgy, has provided me sufficient courage to
further explore into again another unknown domain
of ‘Biomaterials’ and ‘Biomedical Engineering’. I am a
strong proponent of the fact that one has to cross the
boundary of different disciplines, while leaving one’s
own comfort zone to realize something new in life. At
IISc, I was motivated to conduct research programs in
the area of renewable energy (solar reflectors and
absorbers). Honestly, I never read a single research
paper thoroughly in this specific area, before I moved
from IIT Kanpur to IISc in 2011. It was not difficult,
but again a challenge to learn new things in an
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unexplored domain. I firmly believe that if one has
clarity in knowledge and thoughts in one core
domain (e.g. Materials Science, for me), one should
be able to intelligently adapt to explore new horizons,
even without a formal training in that ‘new’ area.
Role of Alumni in the development of alma mater &
On the importance of Giving back
n

Academic audit: The extensive syllabus covered
and the design of courses has been of great help
in my career development. However, with my
experience of teaching in IIT/ IISc, I felt that
quantitative aspects of subject matter are lacking
in the course curriculum of REC. Such aspects
are necessary to instil interest in the minds of the
young students and also to face the tough
competition after graduating from college.

n

National Academy programs for mentoring of
students and faculty: Mentoring of students and
faculty need to be done on a regular basis. This
can be achieved by means of INAE/ IAS/ INSA
programmes.

n

Introduction of an academic program on
Biomedical Engineering, which should be
different from the existing Biotechnology
program at NIT Durgapur.

I strongly believe that close interaction between the
students and alumni well established in academia,
research and industry is necessary to nurture the
potential in the students. This will help them to
choose the right direction in their career. I am sure
with the strengthening of the alumni network,
present and future students of the college will be
highly benefited.
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Alumni Speaks
Subir Kumar Saha
1983, B.E.,
Mechanical Engineering
Brief Bio-sketch:
Prof. Subir Kumar Saha, a 1983 Mechanical
Engineering graduate from RE College (Now
NIT), Durgapur, India, completed his M. Tech
from IIT Kharagpur, India, and Ph. D from McGill
University, Canada. Upon completion of his Ph. D,
he joined Toshiba Corporation’s R&D Center in
Japan. After 4-years of work experience in Japan,
he has been with IIT Delhi since 1996.He is actively
engaged in teaching, research, and technology
transfer.He completed sponsored projects and
consultancies worth more than Rs. 8 crores (~
USD1.2 million). Prof. Saha established the
Mechatronics Laboratory at IIT Delhi in 2001. As
recognition of his international contributions,
Prof. Saha was awarded the Humboldt Fellowship
in 1999 by the AvH Foundation, Germany, and the
Naren Gupta Chair Professorship at IIT Delhi in
2010. He has been also a visiting faculty at IIT
Madras and short term researcher at Mcgill
University, Canada, Monash University, Australia,
and University of Verona, Italy. Prof. Saha has
written several books. A text book on
“Introduction to Robotics” published by McGrawHill in India and Singapore was also translated in
Mexican Spanish. He has also written three course
booklets on “Robotics” for IGNOU, New Delhi. To
make learning the subject of robotics fun, a
software called RoboAnalyzer was developed
under his supervision and distributed free

through www.roboanalyzer.com. He has coauthored two more specialized bookswith two of
his ex-Ph. D students, 1) “Dynamics of Tree-type
Robotics Systems” supported with ReDySim
(Recursive Dynamics Simulator) software; and 2)
“Dynamics and Balancing of Multibody Systems.”
Both were published by Springer. He has more
than 200 research publications in reputed
journals/conference proceedings, and delivered
more than 160 invited/keynote lectures in India
and abroad.
Prof. Saha’s two special interests are: 1)
“ResearchizingRural Problems,” i.e.,converting
rural problems into research topics, which he
propagates through a lecture series called MuDRA
or Multibody Dynamics for Rural Applications
(delivered 65 times since 2007) and his book on
multibody systems; 2) “Robotics Competition
Based Education in Engineering” orRoCKBEEtoencourage students to build robots in order
to understand the underlying engineering
concepts and make them work reliably to win a
competition. This he pursues through a lecture
series calledRoCK-BEE (delivered 82times since
2007)and a fiction book in the same name
published by www.pothi.com. The book was also
translated in Bengali.
Prof. Saha occupied several administrative
positions at IIT Delhi. For example, he was the
Head of the Department of Mechanical
Engineering during 2015-18, Associate Dean of
Students during 2009-12, Vice-Chairman of
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GATE/JAM/GMAT examinations during 200809,President of BRCA during 2010-11, and others.
Presently, he is the Coordinator of the Rural
Technology Action Group (RuTAG) at IIT Delhi,a
programme sponsored by the Office of the
Principle Scientific Adviser to the Govt. of India.
Prof. Saha is also the Vice-President (Academic) of
the Robotics Society (formally known as Robotics
Society of India), and National judge of the DDRobocom competitions in India since 2005. During
2008-15, he was the Vice President of the
Association of Machines and Mechanisms
(AnIFToMM body in India). His philanthropic
interest spans over last two decades. Prof. Saha
introduced awards/prizes in his school
(VidyasagarVidyapeath in Midnapore, West
Bengal;R.E. College (now NIT) Durgapur, DDRobocon competitions, and Robotics club at IIT
Delhi.
On being a RECollian :Personal Experience
As a RECollian, I faced mild biases at the initial
phase of my life which was overcome with
performances as observed in many successful
personalities from REC (NIT) Durgapur. I find the
emphasis on fundamental subjects like
mathematics, mechanical design etc. at NIT
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Durgapur (at least during our days) is much
stronger than many best institutes in the world. I
take a pride in it. Besides, I feel happy for being
able to contribute at IIT Delhi the best of my
abilities in the areas of Robotics and Rural
sections.
Role of Alumni and Importance of Giving Back
As I observe in IIT system and in many other
famous universities abroad, there is no second
opinion about the importance of “Giving back” to
the alma mater. For me, it started with my school
in 1999.At NIT Durgapur, I started “NityaGopal
and HiramotiSaha Memorial Award” in around
2003 for securing highest marks in the Mechanical
Engineering Design Sessional. I feel good about
this opportunity to immerse myself in the college
activities. For one, it is not always necessarily to
immerse through money only. It could be in the
form of visiting the alma mater to interact with the
students and the faculty, share with them the
new/novel/best practices we experience in our
work environment or the society we live in (either
in India or abroad), connecting to right people for
campus interviews or providing research grant,
etc. The best part in such interactions is that
present students will feel really proud to see what
they could achieve/become in their futureyears,
and try performing best with a very high moral.
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Alumni Speaks
Dilip Kumar Pratihar

Brief Bio-Sketch

1988, B.E.,
Mechanical Engineering
1994, M.Tech.,
Mechanical Engineering

Dr. Dilip Kumar Pratihar completed BE (Hons.)
and M. Tech. in Mechanical Engineering from REC
(NIT) Durgapur in 1988 and 1994, respectively. He
received his Ph.D. from IIT Kanpur in 2000. He
received University Gold Medal, A.M. Das
Memorial Medal, Institution of Engineers’ (I)
Medal, and others. He completed his post-doctoral
studies in Japan and then, in Germany under the
Alexander von Humboldt Fellowship
Programme. He is working now as a Professor
(HAG scale) of IIT Kharagpur. He is the founding
Head of Centre for Robotics, IIT Kharagpur. His
research areas include robotics, soft computing
and manufacturing science. He has published
about 250 papers. He has written textbooks on
“Soft Computing”, “Fundamentals of Robotics”,
co-authored another textbook on “Analytical
Engineering Mechanics”, edited a book on
“Intelligent and Autonomous Systems”, coauthored three reference books. His textbook on
“Soft Computing” had been translated into
Chinese language in 2009. He has guided 18
Ph.D.s. He is in editorial board of 14 International
Journals. He has been elected as FIE, MASME and
SMIEEE. He has completed a few sponsored

(funded by DST, DAE, MHRD, DBT) and
consultancy projects.
On being a RECollian: Personal Experience
REC Durgapur offered me a platform for my
conversion to take place from a Bengali into an
Indian, and an excellent curriculum to learn
fundamentals of Mechanical Engineering. It gave
me a great opportunity to interact with my batchmates belonging to various states of our country
and a few foreign countries. I have learnt a lot
through these interactions.
Role of Alumni in the Development of Alma mater
Administration (BOG) defines the goal and
management tries to achieve it. Alumni may be
treated as the second administration of an
Institute. They can contribute to reinforce all three
pillars of the Institute, namely teaching, research
and administrative work. Curriculum is treated as
the backbone of academics; Alumni working in
various industries and academic institutes cloud
contribute a lot to its development and further
improvement. Alumni could play a great role to
help the Institute to carry out both basic
(fundamental) as well as applied research. To
develop an efficient system for administrative
work, experience and expertise of alumni could be
utilized.

The
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Alumni Speaks
Alak Bandyopadhyay
1985, B.E.,
Mechanical Engineering
Brief Bio-sketch
Alak Bandyopadhyay, is Associate Professor and
Graduate Coordinator of Computer Science at
Alabama A & M University, Huntsville, Alabama.
After completing BE from NIT (previously REC),
Alak has done M.Tech from IIT, Kanpur and Ph.D.
from University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, both in
Mechanical Engineering. Dr. Bandyopadhyay has
worked at NAL, Bangalore, VSSC (ISRO)
Trivandrum, SUNY, Syracuse and CFD Research
Corporation, Huntsville, prior to joining in
academics at Alabama. He is an active researcher at
NASA Marshall Space Center for almost twelve
years. His research interests are (but not limited to)
High Performance Computing (including CFD),
Algorithmic Development, Cryptography, Data
Analytics and applications of Numerical Methods.
On being a RECollian: Personal Experience
Being in an Institute like NIT (previously REC),
Durgapur has taught me many things including
academic knowledge and experience towards career
goals, along with having great Professors, staff and
lots of great friends. The four years we spent in REC is
probably one of a kind experience in life for me and I
am sure many of classmates will agree to that.

Role of Alumni and Importance of Giving Back
The institute has gone bigger and is currently a very
renowned institute of National level. The current
administration is doing a great job in trying to
connect with its alumni. In my opinion, alumni can
play an important role towards the growth and
prosperity of the Institute in many different
perspectives, including providing financial,
academic and informative support. I am sure many of
the “Recollians” (NIT-ians) are already doing that.
For example, I strongly feel that providing useful
information and helping the current student in their
career placements, helping some of the current needy
students with financial support in terms of
aid/scholarships, working collaboratively with
students and faculty of NIT in their research project
and/or collaboration in terms of proposal writing,
seeking grants, participation into Institute’s different
activities (either being physically present or through
online). It is not possible for one to do all but a
collective effort from alumni as well as current
Institute administration/faculty/staff/students can
lead to a bigger impact. Finally, I strongly feel that the
alumni along with current administration should try
to keep the retired Professors in touch from whom we
have learnt a lot and check with them their wellbeing
and if any kind of assistance is needed. Best wishes to
NIT, Durgapur.
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Alumni Speaks
Bratin Saha
1989, B.E.,
Metallurgical Engineering
Brief Bio-sketch
B.E. from REC Durgapur in 1989 and M.Tech from
IIT Madras(Chennai) in Aircraft Production
Engineering in 1993.
I have always been part of the Aerospace industry,
both in India and abroad. During my career in India,
I have been associated with reputed employers like
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (Bangalore, where I
worked on the prestigious Defence Aerospace
projects like LCA, Hawk, Jaguar, etc.), BPL Colour
television, Infotech Enterprises Limited (presently
Cyient where I worked with the prestigious
customer Pratt & Whitney on aero-engine repair)
and Satyam Computer Services Limited (Bangalore,
where I worked with Semiconductor giants like
Applied Materials Inc., USA).

would be around Euros 3M as of 31st December,
2018.
On being a RECollian / personal experience
I became a part of the REC family the day I stepped
into its campus in 1985. Among all distractions of a
free life away from home, I pursued studies to the
best of my abilities and gathered every bit of
knowledge and experience from my superiors. We
were a dynamic batch with 27 students in
Metallurgical Engineering, each unique in their own
way. I would also like to mention that I met my lifepartner, Mousumi Kar Saha at REC, who was the
Topper and Gold Medallist of our batch and this
makes my experience even more special.
Role of Alumni & Importance of Giving Back

Alumni is a very good bridge between the past and
the present generations of the Alma Mater, a
connection between the institute and the outside
world of industry and career and an individual who
rightly understands the needs of the student who is
Having moved to Hamburg, Germany in 2006
about to face the challenging world, outside the
through Satyam Computer Services Limited to lead
Alma Mater.
their Airbus business and account. Subsequently
Life is all about ‘giving and taking’. We have
helped establish Defiance Tech GmbH – a Hinduja
received a lot in our four years at REC and it is
Group company (Hamburg, for whom I developed
absolutely important to give back to our Alma
their Engineering Services practice from scratch in
Mater. This could be respect to our teachers or the
Germany).
experience we have gained to our juniors. This
Presently, I am the co-founder and the Managing
‘giving and taking’ will benefit both sides and we
Director of my own engineering & IT services
will feel a sense of satisfaction, like never before. The
company named AMM Enterprise GmbH
juniors will also benefit from our experience and
(Hamburg, where we work with Airbus and its Tier
this will help them in facing new challenges in life
1 Suppliers for Aerospace and with companies like
and pursuing new careers or walking along new
Panasonic and BMW for Embedded Engineering)
paths in life.
since May, 2015. We have branches in Faridabad,
Bangalore and Cadiff, Wales. The turnover of AMM
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Alumni Speaks
Debashis David Rakhit
1980, B.E., Chemical Engineering

Applied Computer Mathematics and MBA from
the University of Southern California (USC) in Los
Angeles, CA, USA.

Brief Bio-sketch
Debashis David Rakhit is President and CEO,
Intersoft Group of Companies,
www.intersoftkk.com
Based in the heart of Silicon Valley, David is
responsible for Intersoft’s strategic direction and
driving growth worldwide. David first
established Intersoft in Tokyo, Japan, almost 18
years ago and has expanded since then to five
other countries – India, Malaysia, Singapore,
USA, and Taiwan.
David is a dynamic and seasonedglobal
technology executive and hasmore than 12 years
of rich international experience and exposure to
multiple facets of the industry including Sales,
Trading, Market Data, Technology, and Risk
Management. David has worked for such
multinational companies as Unisys, Citibank,
Reuters and Dow Jones.
After completing his Bachelor of Engineering
(B.E.) degree in Chemical Engineering from the
National Institute of Technology (NIT), Durgapur,
India David did a short stint at the Indian Institute
of Technology, Kharagpur (IIT) Chemical
Engineering integrated Ph.D. program and left for
the US for higher education for Master of Science
degree in Nuclear Engineering at the University of
California, Santa Barbara (UCSB).He then moved
on to Los Angeles to complete both his Master of
Science (M.S.) in Biomedical Engineering &

Role of Alumni in the Development of Alma
mater
Alumni network is your connectivity to the
outside world. And in order for this network to be
effective, you will need an artificially intelligent
(AI) alumni network interface that will keep this
complex network alive and will continue to serve
all stake holders – the alumni, the professors, the
current students, the administrative staff and
families of all stake holders. This network would
be more like an application programming
interface or API and will allow all parties to
connect and communicate among all stake
holders.
First and foremost, the institution has to take the
ownership of this network and build the
infrastructure and allocate the human resources
as well as monetary resource to empower the
alumni and the school. The purpose of this alumni
network would be multiple and the below would
cover a few important functions and by no means
will this represent an exhaustive list of functions:
-

Connect and build the alumni organizations
locally and globally

-

Fundraising for the purpose of funding
scholarships, internship programs as well as
irregular research programs

-

Establish students’ academic exchange
programs with international partner

The
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universities where our alumni are working

-

Build a separate R & D facility that would be
funded by private companies and alumni to
facilitate the latest research and development
of technologies not funded by Indian
governments

-

Establish professors’ academic exchange
programs within the country and
outsidethroughpartner universities that
employ our alumni

-

Build a startup echo system (including an
incubator) to engage the millennia and Gen Y In closing, I would like to mention that if NITD
& Z and connect back to the alumni would like to create a good and competitive brand,
it will have to create an excellent academic
entrepreneurs for funding and mentoring
program and superior and niche research
program to differentiate NITD from the rest.

Alumni Speaks
Jyoti Prasad Bhattacharya
1982, B.E., Electrical Engineering

Brief Bio-sketch
After graduating in 1982, I worked in TATA Motors
till 1990. I have completed PDGBM from XLRI in
1988. I have been associated with reputed
employers like IFB Industries,Saurashtra
Chemicals, Bharat Roll Industry. Presently, I am the
Founder and Managing Director of Deem Roll Tech
Ltd;Manufacturer of Rolls for Hot Rolling Mills .
Having three units. Two in Gujarat and one in West
Bengal .Supplier of rolls to Steel Plants in all 5
Continents. Winner of Axis Bank Award for Best
SME 2011.

Role of Alumni in the Development of Alma
mater
Alumni play a judicial role in their alma mater.
They make their alma mater proud by excelling in
various fields. They are an epitome of dedication
and hard work. The fellow students can attain
guidance from their alumni who are mentors to
them. While choosing a career careful deliberation
must be maintained in order to decide the right
one. For this proper guidance is required which
can be provided by the alumni. The alumni can
also help in the funding of their alma mater for
better infrastructure and development of research
laboratories. The students look up to their alumni
as their role model and a source of inspiration.
They ignite a flame of confidence in the students
and motivate them to achieve greatness in the
future. In the framework to strengthen the
development, successful alumni can be seen as a
social model who shape the institute into gaining
success.
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Alumni Speaks
Saugata Nandi
1991, B.E.,
Mechanical Engineering
Brief Bio-sketch
After completing Mechanical engineering, joined
L&T as a GET, and worked for 5 years as a project
engineer. While working joined IIM Kolkata
evening course and completed it in 1996.Shifted to
Management consulting, corporate learning and
training industry and worked for NIS Sparta
(Delhi), Infosys (B’lore), ISB (Hyderabad), before
starting out on my own METL Global Perspectives
(www.metl.in).
My journey is one of lifelong learning and I want to
develop a behavioural platform which can help an
individual evolve over time.
On being a RECollian: Personal Experience
Having come from highly protected environment
of our homes, the hostel experience was one which
truly evolved us into being self-disciplined
individuals. As a group and as individuals we
experimented, explored and followed our passion
and dreams. We learn to take care of ourselves and
more important stay happy, overcome issues and
challenges. We learnt to make the right choices and
stick to doing the right things even when no one
was there to check on us or advise.
The education was entirely new and there was a lot
of support which we got from faculty, seniors and
batchmates. The faculty made a deep impression on
us by their dedication to the students, deep subject
knowledge, while tolerating our mischievous
nature. As we evolved from teenagers to

professionals in those four years, the fun, frolic and
ability to take life as it comes, became an integral
part of our approach.
Hostel food, limited funds and academic
challenges, were made insignificant by the
overdose of friendship, care and belongingness that
we got. Overall perhaps the only phase of life where
we developed true friendship, learnt to be together
to face issues, and handle competitive aspects
positively.
As we left the campus, the teenagers had evolved to
professionals and were educated, accomplished
and had a battery of friends with whom they will
stay connected for a lifetime.
Role of Alumni in the Development of Alma
mater
Alumni provide the deep connect between the
institute and the industry. Giving personal
donations, which is talked of most often, is a small
part of the overall engagement. An alumni must
seek out opportunities to engage with institute and
bring the latest thinking, interact with the students
and provide insights, and provide much needed
industry – academia connect.
It is critical for the institute to create several points
where the alumni can engage constantly with the
institute. Many of these can be virtual and
evolutionary. Also the institute must create a
culture of learning amongst its students so that
such alumni led engagements are productive and
add value to all the entities.
An institute prospers when it evolves to harness the
capabilities of students – faculty – alumni in a
manner to serve the current and future needs.
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Alumni Speaks
Anuj Mazumder
1999, B.E., Chemical Engineering

market bases and are thoroughly equipped to
provide end to end purchasing and supply chain
solutions to our customers

Brief Bio-sketch
Presently, I am the Founder and Managing Partner
ofAKM Chemical Corporation LLP having offices
in India,Bangladesh and Australia.AKM Chemical
Corporation LLP established in 2011 as AKM
Corporation, and converted into AKM Chemical
Corporation LLP in 2016, is a budding integrated
supply chain solution providing organization in
the horizon of the Indian and Global Industrial
Business Arena with unmatched capability of
providing products and services for industrial
customers as well as the retail market in the market
segments it operates.We are suppliers of quality
industrial input raw materials, consumer goods, as
well as other value added services for the Paint &
Coatings, Food – Beverage- Personal Care, Glass &
Ceramics, Plastics & Rubber and other Customer

Role of Alumni in the Development of Alma
mater
Alumni is the most integral part of the institute. In
other words it is the beating heart. The success of
an alumnus is a pride for the alma mater. They can
provide various internship and placement
opportunities in several sectors of the industry.
Although industry institute interaction is a
relatively recent concept, it has proved to be very
efficient in enhancing the practical experience of
the students. Nowadays due to fast internet
availability video conferencing is also encouraged
to facilitate student alumni interaction. Visits to a
number of industrial as well as research places all
around the world can be conducted by the alumni.
In other words, the alumni is indispensable to any
institute.
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http://www.thinkbiosolution.com

commercialized by his alma mater, School of
Physics, University College Dublin. He cofounded Digital Self Technology, Ireland in 20132014, incubated by NDRC. He won the Deloitte
Top Technology Award in 2016, Cruickshank
High Achieving Merit Award by Enterprise
Ireland in 2014, and CASL ACE Award in 2014. He
was one of the youngest fellows of the Lindau
Nobel Laureate Students’ alumni meet held in
Germany, 2009.
Subhabrata Mondal
(2011, B.Tech, Information Technology)

Koushik Kumar Nundy

Subhabrata is currently the VP of Sales and
Marketing at Think Biosolution Ltd., Dublin 8,
Ireland

(2010, B.Tech, Electronics & Communication
Engineering)

Shourjya Sanyal

Koushik currently leads the software and
hardware development and testing facility at
Think Biosolution Ltd.

(2011, B.Tech, Biotechnology)
Shourjya is a TedX speaker and a serial
entrepreneur. Shourjya is currently a Forbes
correspondent in AI & Big Data and teaches Data
Science in Digital Skills Global, Boston College.
Shourjya also leads the AI and analytics
development and testing facility at Think
Biosolution. His Ph.D. work in the computational
design of proteins was pioneering in his field
(Patent - EP3265812A2) and is currently being

About our journey
The idea of co-founding Think Biosolution came
to Shourjya during his second year at NIT
Durgapur when he had to admit his grandmother
in a hospital and was appalled by the lack of
doctors and caregivers (Reference - https://
youtu.be / ZEpVUn6WUGA). The central idea
was to build low-cost medical devices that will
empower people in third world coun-tries to
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monitor their own health, and as a result better the
overall quality of care. During NIT Durgapur
Shourjya teamed up with Koushik to develop a
low-cost vein viewing system with Prof.
Phaneendra Yalavarthy at IISc Bangalore. After
NIT Durgapur, the duo started a consulting
service that designed laboratory equipment.

number of metrics a single wearable device can
currently track in the market-place. Also, the
QuasaR™ optical sensor is the most accurate
biometric sensor in its class. This allows Think
Biosolution to further build the most sophisticated
AI engine for health and fitness industry. Think
Biosolution have raised more than €750,00 in
In 2012 Shourjya started his Ph.D. in Theoretical multiple rounds of investment.
Physics with Prof. David Coker at University In June 2018 Think Biosolution won $350,000
College Dublin. In 2012 Koushik started his MSc. investment from Luminate, Roch-ester NY, USA,
in The Hong Kong University of Science and w o r l d ’s l a r g e s t p h o t o n i c s a c c e l e r a t o r
Technology. During the next four years, they ( h t t p s : / / w w w . o s a - o p n . o r g / h o m e /
collaborated on designing a non-contact-based industry/2018/july/n_y_startup_accelerator_nam
heart rate monitor. In 2016, they co-founded Think es_first_winners/). In January of 2018 Think
Biosolution to commercialize this technology in Biosolution was named as the Top 30 Health and
Dublin, Ireland. Subhabrata who was then M e d t e c h S t a r t u p i n E u r o p e
pursuing his MSc in Dublin joined the founding (https://www.siliconrepublic.com/innovation/he
team in August 2016.
alth-medtech-startups-europe-2018). Thin
Think Biosolution is an original design Biosolution was also won Start-up Laboratory of
manufacturer, building wearable medical de-vices the Year award in the Irish Laboratory Awards
and customized software platform (using 2018 (https://www.labawards.ie/2018-shortlist),
QuasaR™ sensor technology) for telemedi-cine and the Innovation of the Year Award at Irish SME
platforms, professional athlete monitoring a w a r d 2 0 1 8 ( h t t p s : / / c r e a t i v e o c e a n i c .
platforms, and sports apparel brands in the EU blogspot.com/2018/03/winners-for-inauguraland USA. Our wearable device can measure 7 irish-sme.html?view=mosaic).
different health parameters i.e. the maximum
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Alumni Speaks
Deepal Kanti Das
2009, B.Tech.,
Mechanical Engineering
Brief Bio-sketch:
I’m currently working with Dell Technologies.
Prior to that, I spent 6 and a quarter year working
as R&D Engineer at a government consultancy
called Centre of Innovation in Singapore. During
this period I worked on various technology
development and innovation projects for different
industries. I developed modular pallet system for
packaging companies, flow-through open-sea
aquaculture bag for fish farmers, low cost
modular house for disaster relief, remotely
operated vehicle for underwater hull cleaning and
dust free blasting and painting system for
shipyards. Before this, I was a Research Scholar at
National University of Singapore and a Research
Fellow at IIT Kharagpur.
On being a NITDian: Personal Experience
I fondly cherish my time at NIT Durgapur and
strongly believe that it prepared us well for the
future. While we didn’t have ready-made
solutions to each and every problem that we faced
at work (or in life), it taught us the most important
life-skill which is how to approach a problem. And
the engineering training ensured that our
approach was both systematic and analytical –
which has always helped us to stand out among
the crowd. The best part is our global alumni
network which is so wide that be rest assured that
you would always have a friend/senior/junior in

almost every major cities of the world. Let me
share a funny incident- I met an alumni who
works as a VP of a top-notch MNC while waiting
at a salon in Singapore.
Role of Alumni in the Development of Alma
mater
Alumni can play a very important role in the
development of alma mater and also in enhancing
the overall learning experience of all the fresh
graduates who enter the hallowed portals of our
institute. Apart from helping financially, alumni
can also share their experiences with the students
and help shape the curriculum for the future.
Love for one’s alma mater is often measured by the
extent to which one is willing to support it
financially. Interestingly, as per some studies done
overseas, graduate giving is a very good
barometer of how alumni view their colleges.
Those schools with high levels of alumni giving
also tend to be the top schools in the country
producing loads of successful graduates.
I think NIT Durgapur is well poised being as a top
institute in India and moving in the right direction
with alumni engagement initiatives taken
recently. I would advise that instead of waiting for
alumni to visit the campus to share their
experiences, we can make use of technology and
arrange for virtual classrooms where Alumni can
connect with the students from any part of the
world. I look forward to visiting the campus,
meeting my wonderful professors and sharing my
experiences with the students.
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Alumni Speaks
Ganesh Balaji
1999, B.E.,
Metallurgical Engineering
Brief Bio-sketch

mates joining from Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh made it more enjoyable.
All the professors, specifically to name a few such
as Dr T K Sinha, Dr A K Ganguly, have all
invigorated the deep desire in me to continue with
the core field of study in spite of a boom in IT
sector, where many of our batch mates have
entered into and have established a plum and
enviable career all across the globe.

I am Ganesh Balaji, currently associated as Head of
Metallurgy & Quality with ASEAN’s largest
copper fabricating facility based in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. I am a Metallurgist, passed B.E (Meta)
Hons in 1999 from REC Durgapur, Fondly called
I had a privilege to access CMERI and REC
as RE College.
library’s special section which have kindled the
thought process and the engineering skills and
On being a RECollian: Personal Experience
knowledge, which is helping me in my journey of
Back them RECD has been synonymous and one of filing few patents in the field of copper
the premiere institutes that offered metallurgical manufacturing.
engineering with quality, class and facilities in the Durgapur, a nicely planned town, with cordial
nation and the strategic location at Durgapur and helpful people can teach more humane than
surrounded by DSP, ASP, Burnpur, Dhanbad any college and overall development is ensured.
made it all the more popular and attracted people I wish the alumni meet a grand success and wish
like me from the southern tip of the nation.
our fellow Recolians a great and promising career
Our train Journey of close to 30 hours in and all the best.
Coromandel express those days, with college
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Alumni Speaks
Mousumi (Kar) Saha
1989, B.E.,
Metallurgical Engineering
Brief Bio-sketch

having a proper hostel to stay, I pursued studies to
the best of my abilities and gathered every bit of
knowledge and experience from my superiors. We
were the first batch with 17 girls and the first ever
batch to have girls in Metallurgical Engineering,
which was predominantly a man’s field. And I am
proud of my teachers who taught me so well that I,
being a girl, managed to receive the university
gold-medal of my batch. I would also like to
mention that I met my life-partner, Bratin Saha at
RECD and this makes my experience even more
special.

B.E. from REC Durgapur in 1989 and M.Tech from
IIT Kanpur in Metallurgical Engineering in 1991. I
have always been part of the aircraft industry, both
in India and abroad. During my career, I have been
associated with reputed employers like Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (Bangalore and Hyderabad)
and Infotech Enterprises Limited (presently
Cyient), where I worked with the prestigious
customer Pratt & Whitney on aircraft engine
Ruminations on his/her alma mater and its
repair.
alumni:
Having moved to Germany in 2006, I have worked
REC Durgapur as we called it then, was an
in different Airbus projects in Systems
experience where I grew up with all my other
Engineering, component certification, validation
batchmates to an independent individual, ready
and verification. Presently, I am part of the 100 year
to face all challenges in the world. Not only did I
old, French, Latecoérè Group and am deputed in
gain enough knowledge on my subject, I
Nagoya, Japan, to work on electrical component
cherished every moment spent with my mentors
certification of the Mitsubishi Regional Jet aircraft.
and friends. Hostel living helped me to develop
Am a German Citizen now since 2015. I have two the power of adjustment under all circumstances
sons aged 26 and 21, both pursuing their studies in and the ability to respect individuals. In a nutshell,
New York and Durham with Finance and REC sowed the seeds of development of the
Chemistry, respectively.
person I am, today.

Alumni of REC Durgapur is a family where we
need no introduction for each other and stand up
I became a part of the REC family the day I stepped for each other in any hour of need.
into its campus. Among all challenges of not
On being a RECollian: Personal Experience
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Alumni Speaks
Jyoti Agarwala
2001, B.E., Electronics &
Communication Engineering
Brief Bio-sketch
Accomplished senior telecom and Internet service
expert offering over seventeen years of
demonstrated career success on developing and
executing operational strategies to promote
organizational growth and optimal utilization of
emerging technologies. Extensive experience on
leading operations and business for Technology,
Business Development within diverse range of
industries like CDMA, GSM, WCDMA, WiMAX,
Fiber Optic (FTTH) and LTE. Possesses in depth
expertise on Radio Frequency management,
development of SOW, process reconciliations,
Business proposal development, competitive
bidding and negotiations. Decisive leader on
operational initiatives of organization of various
sizes and scopes, result oriented professional,
recognized for taking major initiatives, adopting
to rapidly changing environments and resolving
mission critical issues for bottom line
success.Happily married for 13 years, a happy
father having a daughter (Anshi) and Son
(Akarshan). Passionate about work and love to
spend time with FnF. Believe in God, always try to
do something for less privileged people and
society. Dream is to setup something, where not
only me or my family but others will be benefitted
too.

On being a RECollian: Personal Experience
It is my pleasure to place on record the wonderful
years I had under the auspices of ECE Department
at R. E. College, Durgapur. College/University life
is an important phase in a student’s academic
journey after the numerous formative years of
schooling. I would always be grateful to REC,
Durgapur for giving me a multi-dimensional
learning by providing the apt mix of academics,
industry exposure, attitude and leadership.
Now, it gives me great pleasure to be able to reach
our alumni. I think what has made me proudest
that we all are coming together.
In the current society connection/references are
one of the valued keys for setting up something
new or getting bigger. Which is one reason why
maintaining connections with our old university
classmates, especially when you find yourself
looking for a reference, a person who can guide
with experience, can be crucial.
Of course, helping former students stay connected
is just one reason universities are turning to social
media or other communication tools; fundraising
is another, but importantly there are many more.
Here graduates can access a range of benefits and
opportunities – savings on further study, support
for your start-up venture, access to global
information, exclusive talks and workshops with
like-minded professionals, global alumni
networks, and more!
It the start only, I believe we will make it big!
Coming together is a beginning; keeping together
is progress; working together is success.
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Alumni Speaks
Mou Sen
1996, B.E., Chemical Engineering

Brief Bio-sketch:
Mou Sen is presently working at Joint Director at
Department of MSME&T, Government of West
Bengal. She has more than twenty two years of
working experience in which 11 years she served
as a General Manager at District Industries Centre
at different districts of West Bengal under
Department of MSME&T, Govt. of West Bengal.
She is a PhD in Chemical Engineering from
National Institute of Technology, Durgapur, spent
9 years in R& D lab, headed a chemical
engineering department of a private engineering
institute, published good number of papers in
premier journals of science and technology.
However, she found her lifelong research interest
on rural entrepreneurship and livelihood, its
technological development, local economic
development through development of MSME,
handloom and handicraft artisanship, sustainable
business and life practices, ethical consumption
etc after joining in West Bengal Government by
topping in Entrance Examination of Public Service
Commission. In her area of Sustainable
Entrepreneurship, She talked and presented
papers in Calcutta Business School, Indian
Institute of Management Calcutta, Xavier
Institute of Management, Bhubaneswar, National
Institute of Fashion Technology etc. Recently, she
got an acceptance of publishing one of her papers
in Springer on ‘opportunities of Moringa Powder
for Sustainable Livelihood’.

Her interest also lies in writing poetries, practicing
& promoting sustainable lifestyle, ethical
consumption, feminism and humanism. Her
writings get published in popular newspaper like
Anandabazar Patrika and many Bengali
magazines.
On being a RECollian: Personal Experience
College days were golden period for all of us. I
have joined college in 1992. We were only 11 girls
in our batch out of approx 350 students. In our
branch only 3 girls were there out of 33. I can still
remember the day 1 when, we were sent to A-5
Quarter by Matron didi. The first advice that she
gave, I still remember. And then the first one
month when we had to put oil in hair and greet our
seniors with “Good morning Sir/ Good evening
Madam’. All those days are like a dream that I can
never forget in my life. The college used to start at
8.20 A.M. in the morning and the funny lunch
break when I first tasted Papaya curry with onion.
4 years of college jhups, bookie da, and famous
AC,BC,CC and DC is unforgettable experience
which seems to be as fresh as if it was just
yesterday's incidents. Perhaps the most
important, colourful and joyful time of our life
was the time we have spent at our college.
Role of Alumni and Importance of Giving Back
After 22 years of passing, when I look back and
and then look at present day's students, I really
feel that I need to give back at least a percentage of
what I have received during our study time. It's
most important to stretch our hands to hold the
hands of the present students and prepare them
stronger to prosper in their life. Who ever have
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passed out from the college should feel this urge to
give back to the college. Some of the most
important thing that one should do as an alumni is
sharing his/her journey of life and how he
overcome all hurdles. Secondly, one should try to
groom students to by sharing his experience in
service life, his soft and hard skills. Thirdly, one
should keep contact with college authorities and
extend help w.r.t placement as well and training, if
there is any opportunity of absorbing present
students in their company. Entrepreneurship is a
new area and technopreneur are much loved word
now a days. We can motivate our students to

Alumni Speaks
Geeta Chakravarty Chowdhury
1982, B.E., Electrical Engineering

Brief Bio-sketch:
Independent Director in the Board of Deem Roll
Tech, Ahmedabad (August, 2018 – present)
Director at Housewise Services Pvt. Ltd., Pune
(September, 2016 – present)
Director at Tech Paradigm, Pune (January, 2015 –
April, 2017)
On being a RE Collian / NITDian : Personal
Experience
“I am a RECollian” is my most important identity.
I feel extremely fortunate to have got the
opportunity to study in REC Durgapur (I still feel
closer to the name RECD than to NITD). I came

choose entrepreneurship as their career. Some
students may be helped by absorbing them as
research fellow in different research institutes.
Alumni strength is a big strength for any
institutions and it works as a global network to
help any of the alma matters who are in need. It
may be a health related help, or may be a financial
help, may be a help for guiding student in foreign
countries etc. In a single word , anything worth
which can be done with the capacity of an ex
student should be done for the present generation.
After all satisfaction lies in giving back of
whatever we have received and not in grabbing
the whole thing and sit in a golden palace.

from a small town Shillong and had joined the preengineering batch of 78 students in 1977. Being the
only girl student in the batch, initially it was a bit
difficult to adjust. Those days there was no girls’
hostel as such. Girls used to stay in a fourapartment block (Professors’ quarter). I was put
up in one of those apartments where 3 more senior
girls were already staying. Those three seniors
(1980 passout) took me under their wings and I felt
so protected. The bond which formed amongst
four of us then has remained very strong till today.
Most of the other students of my batch also
became very close friends for life. In fact, I feel I
have a very big extended family. I have got help
from my RECD friends many times in different
situations in different parts of world. The feeling
that you always have someone close to you
wherever you go is the best thing of being a
RECollian.
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Alumni Speaks
Padma Rajeswari Nandi
1991, B.E., Electronics &
Communication Engineering
Brief Bio-sketch:
I started my career as a customer support engineer
and spent first few years of my career in the field of
electronics, area that my education prepared me
for. I accidentally moved into Human Resources
Function; those were the days when jobs were not
abundant... we took what we got! I joined the new
job post marriage in New Delhi, thinking that I
will soon move back to my field. I guess destiny
has its own way to channel you towards what you
are most suited for. Through this accidental move,
I worked in specialist roles in HR that energised
and enabled me to deliver my best.
After working in several organizations like Larsen
& Toubro, Infosys, Dr. Reddy’s Lab, Flextronics for
over two and half decades, today I am working
with Aditya Birla Group. I work out of Mumbai at
Group Headquarters and head Organization
Effectiveness, a specialist function within HR, for
Aditya Birla Group.
On being a RECollian: Personal Experience
Being brought up in Durgapur, RE college was
known to me since my childhood days. I hoped to

study there.. one day.. some day. I still remember
taking my entrance examination in RE college
campus, and checking the JEE results in the same
campus.
I spent the four best years of my life in this college,
I made friends for life. I vividly remember the
wonderful days and nights in LH, Oval, library,
Recstasy, film festival and of course the classes in
LGs. Classes of PK Mukherjee, Kajal Gupta and
Mam Banerjee are what I still cherish. This
institute helped me develop the ability to think
logically and systematically, which came to my aid
in professional life, time and again!
We were barely 40 odd girls in LH in those days,
but it didn’t stop us from having a blast and being
naughty. We made enough noise to disturb the
professors living close to the Ladies Hostel.
Being a minority had its share of challenges, yet it
was a blessing in disguise. These challenges
prepared us for the real world we were about to
step into.
REC Durgapur, or NIT D as it is called today, is the
place that prepared me for what I am today, as a
person and a professional. Proud to be associated
with the college!
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Alumni Speaks
Prabir Kumar Mallick
1972, B.E. Civil Engineering

Brief Bio-sketch:
After passing in 1972, worked in several PSU like
NMDC, IOC, IFFCO and BPCL. Retired From
BPCL in the Year of 2009 as Chief Manager Real
Estate.
On being a RECollian: Personal Experience
I am delighted to reach out to you through Centre
for Alumni Affairs & International Relations of
NIT Durgapur.Alumni Association plays an
important role in helping to shape the future of
educational institution by representing the views
of its members and contributing to building an
engaged and supportive alumni community
appropriate to a reputed educational institution.
The Alumni Association, NITDAA Mumbai

chapter, Maintain a close relationship with
Alumni Cell of NIT Durgapur and like to play a
supportive role for Development of the
institution. We, the member of Alumni
Association of Mumbai Chapter are loyal
supporter of our beloved institution and like to
promote the general welfare of our institution.
Through our Alumni Association we feel that we
are in touch with our institution and become a part
of the social network of our college.
We strongly feel that now we should give back to
our beloved college and so to participate / support
the fund raisingand other programme in order to
make it an illustrious educational institute. This
we may do individually or collectively as suitable.
NIT Durgapur has organised Grand Alumni
Homecoming 2018on 29th December 2018and I
appeal to all for whole heartedly support this
initiative and making it a grand success. Best
wishes to all.
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Alumni Speaks
Goutam Chatterjee
1982, B.E., Electrical Engineering

Brief Bio-sketch:
Shri Chatterjee has taken over the charge as
Director (Commercial) of MECON Limited,
Ranchion 20.03.2017. He joined MECON on
14.02.1983.
On being a RECollian: Personal Experience
It seems only yesterday that I passed out from NIT
Durgapur.Even after four decades, memories are
vivid.I got absorbed in the serene yet vibrant
atmosphere of the college since the time I came to
stay here. We belonged to diverse socio-cultural
background.But during those years we were put
into the “Melting Pot”, which taught us to
appreciate and accommodate diversity and
multiculturalism. The cardinal principles of
tolerance and democratic decision making, which I
have inculcated in my Organisation, are rooted in
my college days. It is in the mysterious equations of
deep cultural bonding and underlying
gemeinschaft where I found the key to cooperative
non-confrontational way of corporate working.
The most important takeaway from NITD is its
organic alumni network. NITD has taught us true
professionalism, the feeling of oneness and the
spirit of growing as a community. Today in every
industry and organization, NITDians are playing a
leading role. From being hostel buddies to being
value partners in business, the experience has been
wonderful. Playrooms have changed into
boardrooms, shorts and boxers have changed into

suits and blazers, slangs have transformed into
corporate finesse, but the spirit of trust and
cooperation which were developed in hostel rooms
is still enduring.
Engineering has no finishing line but is a rewarding
journey with “miles to go before I sleep”. Our alma
mater has marked the right starting line, teaching
us to cope with the intricacies of real world,
emotionally and intellectually. Engineering college
is not about education received within the four
walls of classroom. A larger part of social education
and personality development has taken place in
playgrounds and hostel rooms.
The latent leadership qualities have been nurtured
early in our career as NITD rewards creative
endeavors whether it is arranging events,
collecting funds or networking. It is a microcosm of
future professional fraternity where strategic
thinking and accomplishing the inconceivable was
encouraged. As business paradigm is fast shifting
and value chains are specializing, you have to run
faster to stay in place. It is now more important to
do what is strategically right than what is
immediately profitable. Successful business
diversification, customer loyalty along with brand
building has thus been the major planks steering
the corporate.
A vibrant business ecosystem is built upon the
shared cultural capital among partner corporates.
“Alumni Homecoming” is a wonderful initiative by
CAAIR-NITD to add strength to NITD’s alumni
fraternity. As the legacy of NITD continues down
the generation line, the song of Brian Adams still
resonates loud in my heart “Those were the best
days of my life”.

The

NITDIAN CHRONICLE

76

Alumni Speaks
Debasish Basak
1986, B.E., Electrical Engineering

Brief Bio-sketch:
I, Prof. (Dr.)DebasishBasak,have received B.E.
(Electrical Engg.) in 1986 from National Institute of
Technology (erstwhile R.E. College), Durgapur, India
and M.E. (Electrical Engg.) with specialization in
System Engg. & Operations Research in 1988 from I.I.T.
Roorkee, India, MBA in Operations Management in
2002 from IGNOU, New Delhi, India, and Ph.D.
(Engg.) from Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India in
2009. I have worked nearly one year at IIT Kharagpur,
India as “Junior Research Engineer” in a project
sponsored by ISRO, Bangalore, India. In 1989, I have
joined CSIR-Central Institute of Mining and Fuel
Research (erstwhile Central Mining Research
Institute), Dhanbad, India where I am currently Chief
Scientist and Head of Electrical Design & Safety
Research Group. I am also Professor in AcSIR

(Academy of Scientific & Innovative Research) at
CIMFR, Dhanbad. I have published more than 60
(sixty) research papers in international/national
journals/conferences. My research interest includes
nondestructive study of steel wire ropes, testing of
cables, rural electrification (RGGVY scheme),
optimization, reliability, energy audit etc.
On being a RECollian: Personal Experience
Our Institute National Institute of Technology(NIT),
erstwhile Regional Engineering College (REC),
Durgapur, has immensely helped us in inculcating a
spirit of dedication, devotion and determination
which has stood us in good stead in the formation of
our career. To be precise, it has made a profound
impact in shaping our life, both professional and
personal.
I hope and firmly believe that these alumni will act as a
bridge between the present and the past. We will be
illuminated and elated coming in contact with our
brothers and sisters.
Best wishes for all.

Alumni Speaks
On being a RECollian: Personal Experience
I am greatly and fully indebted to NIT, Durgapur, and
1980, B.E., Mechanical Engineering my alma matter. I have learned to live through my 5
years of training at NIT (REC), Durgapur during my
B.E. course (1975-80). The faculty members of my then
Brief Bio-sketch:
BE course encouraged me to be innovative at every
Dr Pradip Kumar Chatterjee did his Bachelor of moments which helped me developed a research head
Engineering (Mechanical) from Regional Engineering with international repute.
College Durgapur (at present NITD) in 1980. He did A close interaction between the members and the
his Ph.D. degree from the University of Burdwan in alumni is of great importance in the future growth of
1995. He has a research career of 35 years at CSIR- the Institute. The members should be allowed to
Central Mechanical Engineering Research Institute interact with the students through direct contacts in
(CSIR-CMERI), Ministry of Science and Technology, the Institute, lectures, social media, etc. StudentsGovernment of India and superannuated from there as alumni meeting once in a month can be of great help.
Chief Scientist. He is member of several National and
International academic society/ body.

Pradip Kumar Chatterjee
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Alumni Giving Back& Gifts
Name of Alumnus/Alumna
J. C. Sahani

YOP, Degree, Branch
1966, B.E, Metallurgy

Tapan Kumar Sinha
Satyajit Chakrabarti
Subir Kumar Saha
KiranKekre
Shibendu Shekhar Roy
Shreekumar Krishnamoorthy
Mahendranath Mishra
Anuj Mazumder
Prabir Kumar Mallick
Hemendranath Bhattacharya
Jayanta Biswas
Nilotpal Banerjee
Batchmates of 1968-1973
Class of 1993

1968, B.E, Metallurgy
1969, B.E, Mechanical
1983, B.E, Mechanical
1986, B.E, Chemical
1999, B.E, Mechanical
1989, B.E, Chemical
1982, B.E, Electrical
1999, B.E, Chemical
1972, B.E, Civil
1976, B.E, Mechanical
1984, B.E, Mechanical
1985, B.E, Mechanical
1973
1993

Giving Back to Alma mater
The Institute has identified several areas of giving
to your Almamater, to enable the Institute to
pursue its goal of imparting quality technical
education through research-oriented teachinglearning environment. Individual Alumna/
Alumnus or group of Alumni may choose to
sponsor one or more areas of following activities.
A. Institutional Development Fund
ð Development Fund for Air Conditioning of
class room in New Academic Building
ð S t a t e - o f - t h e a r t Te a c h i n g - l e a r n i n g
Infrastructure
ð Alumni Seminar Hall
ð Alumni Guest House
ð Centre of Excellence & Incubation Centre

Purpose
Parpatidevi Chandumal
Memorial Gold Medal
Smt. Tarulata Sinha Memorial Gold Medal
Prof. D.K. Pal Medal
Nitya Gopal & Hiramoti Saha Award
Corpus fund for CAAIR
Asoke Sen Design & Innovation Centre
Aid for Health care
Essay competition on Giving Back
Asoke Sen Design & Innovation Centre
Asoke Sen Design & Innovation Centre
Asoke Sen Design & Innovation Centre
Asoke Sen Design & Innovation Centre
Corpus fund for CAAIR
Asoke S en Design & Innovation Centre
Air Conditioning System for classroom

B. Support for upgradation of Asoke Sen
Design & Innovation Centre
C. Aid for Healthcare
ð Ambulance with life support facilities
ð Any other specific areas
D. N e w L a b o r a t o r y D e v e l o p m e n t &
Upgradation of existing Laboratories
E. Hostel & Sports Facility Development Fund
F. Financial grant for Students
ð Travel grant for students
ð Student Scholarships
G. Support for Research & Developmental
Projects
H. Chair Professorship
I. Departmental Endowed Lecture series
J. Corporate Social Responsibility

The
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Payment Options
If you wish to donate in Indian Currency, these are
the options:

Procedure
(A) NEFT/Wire Transfer
The procedure for alumni for donation to institute is
as follows:
Account Name
: N.I.T.
(Durgapur) Society
: 11520034072
1. Mail to Dean (Alumni Affairs & Outreach) at Account No.
Bank Name
: State Bank of India
alumni@admin.nitdgp.ac.in
: NIT Durgapur Campus,
The mail should include your following details- Branch
Durgapur-713209
(a) Name
IFSC Code
: SBIN0002108
(b) Department
MICR Code
: 713002204
(c ) Degree
NIT Durgapur PAN No. : AAALN0451E
(d) Year of Passing
(e) Current Affiliation
(f) Amount of money to donate
(B) The Cheque/Draft should be
(g) Purpose for which money is being donated
(Select from priority areas)
The cheque & drawn in favour of "N.I.T. (Durgapur)
2. Deposit the money in the account mentioned in Society"
Payment Options.
Mailing address:
3. Send a soft copy of the transaction at
alumni@admin.nitdgp.ac.in
Dean (Alumni Affairs &Outreach)
4. To get tax exemption (under 80G), send a hard Centre for Alumni affairs & International Relations,
copy of the transaction to Centre for Alumni S. N. Ray Memorial Building
affairs & International Relations, NIT Durgapur. National Institute of Technology Durgapur
E-mail
: alumni@admin.nitdgp.ac.in,
alumninitd@gmail.com
Mobile/Whatsapp : +919434788010.
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GIFTS FROM THE BATCHES
Sapphire Jubilee batch (Class of 1973)
First day of our R.E.C Durgapur hostel(Hall-1) on
July 21, 1968. First day to our college on July 22,
1968. We lostone of our class mate Prakash
Poddar on June 02, 1969. Our five year
Engineering course was extended for another six
months due to serious law and order problem
in West Bengal in 1970-71.May be our batch has
the longest association with the college and hence
huge sentiment attached to it . After fifty years
of passing out from the college , we planned our
golden jubilee celebration on the same day of
our joining to hall-1 i.e on 21stJuly and 22ndJuly
, 2018. Almost 40 of our batch-mates along with
their better halves spent 21stJuly night at
Durgapur and enjoyed the whole evening ,
remembering our good old days .On 22ndJuly, we
spent almost a full day in and around our

college building , garlanding Prakash memoriam
and took lunch in Hall-1 along with the existing
students . The program was extremely satisfying
and successful due to the whole hearted
participation of the college staff , faculty
members of the Alumni, hostel warden and the
students. We sponsored the construction and
erection of the statue of Netaji in front of Hall-1
which is now designated as Subhas Hall. The
unveiling of the statue was done by the Director
of NIT on 15th aug 2018. Some of our batch-mates
were present during the inauguration of the
statue and Prof AsokeSenDesign and Innovation
centre on the same day and also contributed a
meagre sum of Rs. 55,555/- with in a small span of
time in support of the noble cause.

1973 Batch Endowment: Gifted fund for development of
Asoke Sen Design & Innovation Centre, NIT Durgapur
Silver Jubilee batch (Class of 1993)
1993 Batch Endowment: Gifted Air
Conditioning systems for Lecture Room in
New Academic Block, NIT Durgapur
during Silver Jubilee celebration at Durgapur
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ALUMNI SERVICES
Alumni Card to all RECollians and NIT Dians
For making Alumni card, please provide us the following documents through email as mentioned below.
- Scan copy of the Degree/Provisional Certificate
- Stamp Sized photograph
- Email ID

Alumni Connectivity
through our website: www.nitdgp.ac.in
To get Academic Documents
Transcripts
Certificates
Marksheet etc.
Hospitality
: Guest House Booking
Campus Tour
To organise Alumni Meet
Please feel free to write a mail to the following
address.
Centre for Alumni Affairs & International
Relations (CAAIR)
S.N.Ray Memorial Building
National Institute of Technology Durgapur

E-mail: alumni@admin.nitdgp.ac.in,
alumninitd@gmail.com
Mobile: +919434788010
Prof. Nilotpal Banerjee
Professor & Dean (Alumni Affairs & Outreach)
National Institute of Technology Durgapur
Prof. Shibendu Shekhar Roy
Professor & Associate Dean (Alumni Affairs &
Outreach)
National Institute of Technology Durgapur
Dr. Diptesh Das
Associate Professor & Associate Dean (Alumni
Affairs & Outreach)
National Institute of Technology Durgapur
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IDEATION 2018
An Idea Competition organized by CAAIR, NIT Durgapur
at
AsokeSen Design & Innovation Centre

Ayush Saxena, Arindam Mandal, BrijeshTamang, Gauri Shankar Prasad, Ayan Chatterjee, Debangshu Paramanik,
Nikhil Murarka, Ashish Agrowala, Sagnik Chakraborty, Jyoti Ranjan Mishra, Chayon Ghosh, Sudeepta Gorai,
Shounak Dasgupta, Prahlad Kundu, Kamalesh Mahato, Aman Kumar Singh, Debadrata Sarkar, Sudeep Jana,
Debojyoti Chaki, Niladri Ghosh, Abishek Gupta, Ujjwal Rai, Mehendi Basu, Sarnava Konar, Saivara prasad
Bolloju, Ayan Banerjee, Harsh Dokania, Shubhankar Raj Agarwal, Jeya Surya, Gyanesh Prajawal, Karan
Agarwal, Oindrilla Ghosh Dastidar, Avinash Kumar, Shivam Singh, Sabir Alam, Anisha Saha, Ishani Nag,
Goutam Khankari, A. Pruthvi Deep.
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FUTURE ROAD MAP : VISION 2020
2020
2019
Ü
Ü
Ü

Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü

Institute Diamond Jubilee Programme
Institutional Development Program Campaign
Support to Multidisciplinary Research Centre
• Biomedical Engineering & Assistive Technology
(BEAT)
• Centre for Advanced Research on Energy
(CARE)
• Centre for Research on Environment & water
(CREW)
• Centre of Excellence on IoT& intelligent Systems
(IoTIS)
Promote Innovation, Incubation & Entrepreneurship
Institutional ranking &NITDian brand building
Sustainable Fund Raising
Distinguished Alumni Awards & Honours
Grand Alumni Homecoming 2019

2017
Ü
Ü
Ü

Office of Dean (Alumni Affairs)/Alumni Cell
Alumni communication & Engagement
MoUs

Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü

Revenue Generation & Management
Closing Ceremony of Institute Diamond Jubilee
programme
Alumni Guest House
Alumni funded R & D project for students
Alumni welfare
World-wide Alumni Connectivity & Networking

2018
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü

Centre for Alumni Affairs & International Relations
(CAAIR)
Alumni Engagement Programme
Eminent Alumni Lecture Series
Industry-Institute Interaction
Establishment of AsokeSen Design & innovation
centre
Grand Alumni Homecoming 2018
Alumni Report
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NIT Durgapur Alumni

NITDAA Global meet
NIT Durgapur,14.01.2018

Class of 1983
Durgapur,13.01.2018

Silver Jubilee class of 1992
Durgapur,13.01.2018

NIT Durgapur Alumni, Singapore
Singapore,28.01.2018

Noida, NCR,18.02.2018

Porcelain Jubilee class of 1997
NIT Durgapur,14.04.2018

Bhilai, 24.04.2018

Bangalore,05.05.2018

Meet with Director
San Francisco, USA05.05.2018

Dhaka, Bangladesh,11.05.2018

Asansol-Burnpur,26.05.2018

Jamshedpur,04.03.2018
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Meet Across the Globe

Tokyo, Japan, 12.06.2018

Mumbai,24.06.2018

California, USA,24.06.2018

Pune, 08.07.2018

NY-NJ, USA,21.07.2018

1973 batch
NIT Durgapur22.07.2018

Mumbai,12.08.2018

Kolkata, 26.11.2018

Silver Jubilee class of 1993
Durgapur,13.08.2018

Mumbai,18.11.2018

Durgapur,26.10.2018

NITDian Delhi,01.12.2018
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With Best Compliments From
Alkesh Modi

Kalpesh Modi

Managing Director

Director

GOVIND LABORATORIES PVT. LTD.
Factory and Office :
PLOT NO : 37 & 41, Mahalaxmi Industrial Estate, Village :Iyava, Taluka : Sanand,
District : Ahmedabad – 382170, Gujarat, India
Email :govindlab@gmail.com Website :www.govindlab.com
Phone : +91 9712904468
Manufacturers of Hormonal Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients in India.

With Best Compliments from

&
We deal in….Water& Waste Water Treatment Plants – DM, RO, WSP, Bottling Plant, ETP, STP, Gray Water Treatment Plant.Water Treatment ChemicalsCooling Water, Boiler water, Closed Circuit Treatment, RO Additives,Generic Chemicals.Services- Consultancy, Chemical Cleaning Services, AMC/O &
M, Automation/ Upgradation, Supplier of Drinking Water, DM Water, Packaged Drinking Water, Water Testing Kits & Instruments

“Serving The Nation for Clean Environment”
Mr. Nikhil Mishra
306, Sanskriti Arcade,Kaspate Wasti, Wakad, Pune 411 057. Maharashtra
8380089036/37/38
sales.pune@aquacaretechnique.com, contact@aquacaretechnique.com, sales@nmjalmaitreya.com

With Best Compliments
from
Mr. Sudheer Doogar
(1982, B.E., Mechanical Engg.)
Best Wishes from the Class of 1982

With Best Compliments from
Mr.Jyotiprasad Bhattacharya
(1982, B.E., Electrical Engg.)
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NATIONAL INSTITIUTE OF TECHNOLOGY DURGAPUR
Mahatma Gandhi Avenue, Durgapur-713209, India

